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” TO THE READER. | 


T was the Importunate Solicitation of many, and more efpeci 
| ally of them whoſe Requeſt cauſed the Sermon enutted here- 5 
WW with to be Preached, that prevailed with the Reverend and 
AM. Wortiy Author, fo far to gratifietheir defires, as to let others 
have a Copy of what he delivered on ſo Solemn an Occaſion ; 
leaving 1t with them to diſpoſe of, as they ſhould ſee cauſe. I have 
peruſed it with great fatsfation, finding it to be not only an affe- 
Ctionate and awakening, but a rational and judicious Diſcourſe, and 
than which nothing can be more ſeaſonable. oY 
It hath often been affirmed ( and truly) that the diſtinguiſhing 
Character whereby New-England 1s differenced from other Owtr-goings 
of the Englijh Nations, in that the great motive inducing the firff 
Planters, to remove themſelves and theirs into a waſt and howling . 
"Wilderneſs, was ( like that of the Children of 1/ael of old) the In- 
tereſt of Religion, which their Souls were concerned for. And whuleſt 
Men contunued faithful to that bleſſed defign ( as the Prophet faid 
-to Fehojakim) it was well with them. They that fought firſt the 
Kingdom of*God and his Righteouſneſs, had other things added to 
.them which they never thought, nor could in reafon hope to enjoy. 
Nor did any Weapon formed againſt us in thoſe dayes proſper. The 
Lord hath cauſed us, and all the World about us, to ſee that Reli- 
gion 15 our life. That this Intereſt, withour which we our ſelves 
cannot live, hach been for many years langutſhing and dying, 1s the 
obſervation of all men that have their hearts exerciſed in diſcern» 
ing things of -this nature. | 
The complaint 1s, that N-England is not to be found in N-England, 
butwe are become like the reſt of the Nations, being grown into 
the ſame conformity to the World, withother Plantations, whoſe Ins 
tereſt and profeſſion never was, as ours hath been. There is a wo» 
ful decay as to externals and the Form of Religion amongſtthe Pro» 
feſlors of it. Hearing the Word as to the publick diſpenſation 
'thercof, Prayer with Faſting, and other religious Exerciſes '( which 
reach no further than the Firm of God!me/ 5.) are not {o-f:equent as 
in former dayes; and that is a moſt certain fign that the power of - 
Godlineſs 1s much more in a bleeding and dying ſtate, Its.not chen 
ro be wondered ar if the reno 0f doin Dipenſaion hath of 
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deadly deſtruction. '- The killing Sword,” a+ mortat Contagion, and 


other judgements have threatned life u ſelf. And fince we have 


let Religion die, we have been 1n greater danger than ever of being 
deprived both of our Political and Eccleſ:aſtical hte. Let us not be 


high-minded bur fear: . If we:do not” in this our Day know the 


things of ourpeace, ſo as to recover the life of Religion, the confi: 
deration of Gods holy ſeverity towards others, may cauſe-trembling 
of heart; leſt at laſt theLord do unto us as:he hath done unte them. 
Are we' better than Shiloh, where the Houſe of God continued al- 
moſt four hundred Years? Are we: better than Feruſalem, the per- 
fetion of Beauty and Joy of the whole Earth? Are we better hart 
the Churches in :4/ia, planted by the Apoſttes themſelves, and a- 
mongſt whom there was once a ones and glorious preſence of 
the Son of God ? But thoſe Candleſticks are long ago removed out 
of their Places, not ſo much as one of them remaining. Becauſe 
they have loſt their Religion they have loſt their hves and beings. 
A late Hiſtorian, who + cranes” years ago was 1n-thole parts, 
faith, that horrour took hold upon him as he was viewing the dole- 
ful Ruins of thoſe once Glorious Churches, fearing leſt the fins of 
other places, which as yet enjoy the Goſpel, might in time expoſe 
them to the like miſeries. He ſaith; that in Epheſus, there are now 
only a few Cottages, and not ſo much as one Chriſtian. dwelling 
there. Smyrna, 15 atthis day a conf1derable place in reſpe& of Trade, 
but no ſertled Inhabitants there, to uphold ſomuch as the Name of 
Chriſtians, excepting a few Superſtitious Greeks. In Pergamus, there 
are but fifteen Families of Chriſtians, and thoſe in a ſtate moſt mi- 
ſerable, beth as to Spirituals and Temporals. - In: Thyatira the Turks 
have eight Moſches, but very few Chriſtians now reſiding there, 
Sardis, which was once the Metropolis of Lydia;is now a begger- 
ly Village; Earthquakes'and Wars having brought that famous City 
under horrid " #2 aut . . There is nothing like a Church there. 
In. Philadelphia, there 1s a greater number. of 'Men. calling them- 


ſelves Chriſtians, than in any of  thofe 4ſiatick Churches, excepting 


Smyrna. For 1n that City. are two hundred Families of thole who 
are called *Chriſtians; but they are Idolaters, and in miferableſlavery 
to. the cruel Turks, '. As for Laodicea, which -was . once a-nch and 


populous Þþlace; and Doings in irexc2eding magnificent, 1t is | 
now utterly dejolated; uot{o much. as ons Inhabiranc there __ pert .; 
| VES--- 


ſatne times been changed towards us 2+ Th hand of "God hath borell 
heavy upon many places in .the Land, he hath ſoutten us with a * 
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Þ Waves and dolefal Creatures. Thus did all theſe famous Place? 


and Churches, by loſing Rehgion loſe their own Lives 'and Beings. 
Time was when 1n —_—_ there were many thouſands of Churches, 
but therrue Religion being gone our of that vaſt Continent (thrice 
as big as Europe) what butDeath 1s to be ſeen there? Let us look 
nearer home : In the Land of our Fathers Sepulchres, there were 
Churches amongſt the antrent Britains, but when thoſe tins of Pride 
Drunkennefs; Contention, Worldlineſs, notwithſtanding Gi/das and 
other faithful Miniſters did zealouſly teſtihe againſt them, became 
common and prevailing Evils: God firſt ſent a {weeping Plague a- 
monegſt them ; and when that Beſom at Deſtruction-conld not Re- 
form them, the Lord brought the Saxons upon them, who rooted 
them out of their Eand. And if -we conſider the diſpenſacions of 
God fince the' Reformation ſucceſsfully begun by the Muniſtry of 
Luther, Zuinglius, Calvin, and other great Champions for the Truth; 
how many Proteſtant Churches 1n Saxony, Bohemia, Hungaria, Po- 
land, France, and other places have been diflipated and unchurched, 
and that becauſe of their decayings, either as to the profeflion or 
practice of Religion ? If the Proteſlors thereof be generally grown 
Formal and Lifeleſs it 15 a {ad prognoſtick that a terrible Perſecu- 
tion is near athand. Upon which account, wile men co with fome 
dread, behold the preſent ſtate of the Proteſtant Intereſt in the World, 
the names of thoſe that are indeed alive being fo very few. 

As for the Churches in this Wilderneſs ; I am perſwaded Chrift 
will not ſuffer them to be made a Deſolation as yet. Thongh 1/rael 
was deeply revolted from-the holy wayes of -God in the dayes of 
Fehoahaz, 1t 15 ſaid, 2 King,13.23. And the Lord was gracicus unto them, 
and had compaſſion on them, and had reſpett unto them, becauſe of his Co- 
venant with cibraham, Iſaac and Ffaceb, and weuld not deſtroy them, 
nor caſt he them from his preſence as yet, Nevertheleſs, ſhaking Tri- 
als may come. We have reaſon tvexpect them, and God prepare us 
for them. For great Sins are now common 1n New-Ergland, which 
were rarely ( if at all ) heard of but thirty! years ago, Prophaneſs 
groweth bold, and 1s not eafily ſupprefled.-- There 15 much Hypo- 
crifie and Formality amongſt Profefors:- nay,and wife Vrrgu s are 
—_ r00. - It is beyond controverh1s; that the late - Judgements 
which New-Englard hath been bleeding under, were an efect of 
Dwane anger, provoked by the fins/of -Men. But 4ince God hath - 
merctfuily removed his kand, theſe very fins the'r:Lord hath becy, * 
contending tor, are commutted as — moce than ever befers, -- 
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Te 15 a moſt awful and trembling conſideration, that the Holy Lord , 


God almighty ors though he may bear long will not ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be abuſed alwayes ) hath been mocked and dallied with more 
than once. In the day of our late trouble, ſeveral things were ac- 
knowledged to be Provoking Evils, and Reformation 1n reſpe& o 

them confeſſed to be neceſfary; which fince are made hghr 0 _—_—_ 
did 1n fits time, wiſh that there might be a Synod calles to conſider 
of ſome-cftectual courle for the ſupprefiion of that fin of Drunken- 
nels amongſt men1in thoſe dayes. Theſe Churches, have in a very 
ſolemn manner met together by their Repreſentatives, to enquire 
Into the cauſes of the Lords Go and the expedients {ir Reforma» 
tion. There was a gracious preſence of Chriſt guiding his Servants 
u1 thoſe Enquiries. But what doth it all come to, more than to 
leave the preſent Generation inexcuſable before the World, and be- 
fore Poſterity, and before God in the dav of his pleading with thoſe 
that have known their Maſters Will, but have not done it 2 The 
infinitely patient God hath waited for fruit three you ſince that 
endeavour and pretence to Reformaticn was publiſhed. 'Our Exgliſh 
Hiſtorians have Recorded, that when the fins of the times brought 
heavy Judgements upon our fore-Fathers, above nine hundred years 
ago; a Syed did convene in order to the redrefling of thole evils. 
There were thirty Miniſters then found faithful, who gavetheir Te- 
Jtmony ; but it would not be hearkened to; ſo that God quickly 
{ene the cruel Danes, who for a long time brought the Land into 
mulerable Bondage and Slavery. What hours of Temptation may 
come upon us, we know not: Our caſ? is the more dangerous, and 
the Judgements impending like to be the more dreadful when ( if 
Repentance prevent not ) art laſt they ſhall fall down; in that God 
hath ſtirred up the ſpirits of his S-rvants mn the Miſtry full many 
a time, and with great earneſtneſs to proteſt againſt the Sins and A- 
poſtaſtes of the tumes ; and to prelsfor Reformation before the Decrez 
bring forth : but Alas ! hitherto with lutle ſucceſs. The words of 
that honourable Man of God, Dr. Owe (in his late Sermons on Luk. 
13.1,2,3. Page 77. ) have a great deal of truth and weight 1n them. 
&© Tet us not ( (arth he ) pretend that the Repentance and Reformation 
called for, reſpects the publick enormous fins of the Nation, Atheiſm, 
cc Prophaneneſs, Sen{uality, Luxury, Pride, Oppreljurn, Hatred of the Truth, 
© Contempt of the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, end the like ; they do ſo indeed, 


© but not only, they reſpeft alſo the Decays m Faith, Love, Zeal, war, | 


& love of the World, Conformity unto it, Lutke-warmme/s, that are foun 
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To the Reader. 
i none ff the moſt eminent Profeſſors of Religion. This is eur preſent 
« ound ; here lies our weakneſs ; namely, in the want of a quick, attive, 
& zealous Miniſtry, to call and ſtir up Magiſtrates and People to effetiual 
" ance $4; turning toGod.,. Unleſs this be given unto us, I fear 
« we cannot be ſaved. If it be otherwiſe, if we = a Miniſtry that 
« really do _—_ _ their Duty in this matter, then I ſhall think it the 
& 9920 ant ſign of approaching Deſtruction : Seeing it 1s apparent 
"7 = To hes rhe * Be. 3 _ Fruit nor T, _ ? Mrruly 
with us it hath been ſo: They that have approved themſelves faithful 
unto Chriſt and their own Conſciences in this matter, have indeed 
mward peace. Yet theycannot but be ſenhible that they loſe the 
good Word and good Will of ſome Men ; and are expoſed to ob- 
loquy and reproaches. For as the Excellent Perſon but now men- 
tioned faith, (Page 90.91.) © The hardeſt and moſt difficult ſervice 
i that ever God called any of his Miniſters unto, excepting only Feſus 
& Chriſt and his Apoſtles, hath been in the endeavcuring the Refermation 
of backſliding or ſpiritually decayed Churches. Theſe are the ewo Wit- 
& nefles which in all ages have propheſied in Sack-cloth. Such was 
i the Miniſtry of Elijah, which brought him unto that Concluſion, and an 
&« earneſt longing to be delivered by Death from his Work and Miniſtry, 
2 King.19.4. So was that of Jeremiah, inthe like ſeaſon, whereof be 
& complains, Chap. 15.10. John the Baptiſt i» rhe ſame work loſt firſt 
- his kberty , then his life, And in after Ages Chryfoſtom, for the 
« [ame.cauſe was hated by the Clergy, perſecuted by the Court, and at 
« length driven into Baniſhment, where he died. Moſt men care not 
* how little a ſbare they have in ſuch a work as this, whoſe reward will 
& reach them according to the proportion of their engagement in it, All 
« Churches, all Perſons almoſt, would willingly be let alone in the condition 
* wherein they are : They that would preſs them unto due Reformation, 
©« ver were, and ever will be looked on as their Troublers. 

Nevertheleſs, God hath given a ſpirit of Courage, Zealand Faith- 
fulneſs unto ſeveral of his Ambaſladors to- diſcharge. their Duty in 
bearing their Teſtimony, and fo to leave the ſucce(s, and their own 
Names alſo, with that God whoſe. they are, and whom they 
ſerve. And in ſpecial this Worthy Miniſter of Chriſt, whoſe emi-- 
nent Accompliſhments are known unto all unto whom he hunlelf 
is known, hath a long tune approved himſelf {ingularly Faithful un--- 
to God and the Souls of Men , wy The ſtrain of his Mwaltry, ;. 
in that Congregation, where-He that holds the Stars hath ſeerx-meer * 
to place hum, hath beca to-urge Conve.lion and Reformationz-And 
not 
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not only. {o, but when God hath given him an opportunity ( more. | 
than once ) to ſpeak inthe Name of the Lord unto this People, (in 
reſpe&.of the Heads and Repreſentatives thereof) he hath / +” cong 
ed his own Soul, by giving Warning ; and what he hath ſpoken ſhall 
turn to him for a Teſtimony. It is an hazardous thing { as much 
as life is worth) for men not to comply with the Word of God, by 
whomſoever or to whomſoever ſpoken. If a Fofiah regard not the 
Word of. God ſpokenby a Pharach Necho, he. loſes his Life for it ; 
and ſo did Zed: Liab, becauſe he humbled not himſelf before Feremiah 
the Prophetſpeaking from the mouth of the Lord. Itstruethat Mi- 
niſters 1n thele dayes, have no immediate Call or Commiſſion from 
Heaven; yet 1f they deliver ſuch Meſlages as are according to the 
Law and the Teſtimony, it is God that ſpeaketh by them; and ma- 
ny times their hearts are inclined to this or that ſubje&, by - a' ſpecial 
operation of the {pirit of Chriſt, who is with his Servants to the 
end of the World. Let us then hear that ſo our ſouls may hve. 

God of his free Grace, hath ſeen meet to dignifie an handful of his 
People, who are ſeparated from their Brethren, with the chief and 
choiceſt of Bleſſings. It is promiſed as.an high fayour, Fer. 30. 21. 
T oeir Nobles ſhall be of themſelves, and their Governaurs ſhall-proceed from 

the midſt of them. We have had theſe over us, who have been ( as 
| the Expreſlion of the Antient 1s) Nobiles genere, Nobiliores ſanttitare. 
We cannot be thankful enough tor that Bleſling. -Civil Liberty 1s 
an invaluable mercy. The Fewiſh Rabbins have a laying, that if 
the Sea were Ink and the Earth Parchment, it would not be ſufficient to 
write down the praiſe due toGod for liberty. But what then ſhall be, 
ſaid concerning the Liberties of the Goſpel ? -we enjoy all at this 
day. The way to have them continued, 1s, for us to approve our 
ſelves faithful to the intereſt of Religion. For then God will befor 
us; and if he befor us, who can be againſt us. 


Boſton 1n N. England. INCREASE MATHER. 
Auguſt 31. 1683, 
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5 DEUT.. 3% 47>... 
— Becauſe it 1s your Life ——: 


-'T hath pleaſed the great and bleſſed God in his infinits, 
Soveraignty, to. tranſa&t- with Man about the everla« 
ſting Concernments of his immortal Soul ; to diſpenſe 
both his Mercy and Juſtice, both Life and Death ; to 
n diſtribute Erernal Rewards, and Puniſhments, and td 
govern Man unto his Eternal State, only i the way of a-(ave- - 
nant... All Reprobate Sinners are deſtroyed and damned. wtt- 
der. the. Curl. and Condemnation of the. {avenant of Works * 
Al- God's Ele&t are faved by and through ous Lord: Jefus 
Chriſt,according unto, and under the (ovenant of Grace. God 
hath conſlituted the (ovenant,of Redemption, in his own Eter- 
nal-.Counſcl,. before the World was ; 'and therein laid the 
Foundation; both of the Conſtitution, and Adminiſtration” 6f 
the Covenant of Grace in, by, & through that one 6nly Feat, 
and glorious Mediator Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe work it is to htr 
2.ccrtain Ele number of fallen Man _ God ; concerning 
V INOIT 


(2). 


whom he faiths I wi'be their God, and they Pall be my Peas \. 


ple. Hence God ever hath had, . and ever will have a (ove+ 
ant-People- in the World, untill this Diſpenſfation of Grace 
ſhall be conſummated in Glory. And when the moſt High di- 


vided to the nations their Inheritance, and ſeparated the ſous of | 


«Adam ; He ſet the bounds of the people according to the number 
of the children of Iſrael: For the Lord's Portion ' his People, 
and Jacob the: Lot of his Inheritance. Deut. 32. 8, 9. This 


Book it may be ( in ſome reſpeQts ) moſt properly called 7he- 


Book of the (ovenant: . becaule it contains, not only a- more full 


Gr plain Revelatian .& Expoſition of the Greatarht ſelf, in the - 


conſtitution, way, manner, & means of the Adminiſtration, & 


Confirmation of it; 6 of the AbSScies - "oxy unto his People 


therein, 2s their God in Covenant ; a deſcription of 
that notable Covenant-7ranſation, wherein all the Duties, all 
the and all the Curſes of the Covenant, are expreſ- 
ly and in ſet form propoſed, .and the people moved unto the 


moſt :folemn Reſtipulation of their Souls to God under the - 
moſt facred and indifpenſible Obligations to live to him, and 
walk with him by religious Fear, Reverence, Faith, Love, and - 


ience, as his Covenant-people, for ever: and this rati- 
fied and confirmed by a moſt awful Conteſtation, whereby 
Heaven and Earth are called to record. Dent. 30. 19, 20. 7 
call Heaven & Earth to record this day againſt you, that I have 
fet- Before you Life and Death, Bleſſing and Carfing : therefore 
4 Life, that both thou and thy ſeed _ live. And now 
ofes, having thus finiſhed his great and extraordi 
niſtry, wherein he-had been accompanied with an e#traord> 
y preſence and power of God, and was eminently a 7ype 
of Chriſt, he doth prepare himſelf inſtantly, to take leave of 
the People, of his Work, and of the Forld, The people he in- 


courageth, by:a promiſe of God's Prefence, to make their 


- A untos.and Enterance into, and full Poſſeſſion of the 
.. Land of Promiſe: His Offce and Work he reſigneth unto Jo. 
fie whom he did by divine appointment ordain his Suos 
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| (3) | 
charging of him with the Care and ConduR of the 
People unto their Reſt in Cavaax; and this upon full aſſurance 
that God would be with him, and that he would never fat! 
him nor forſake him. The Law which he had received of the 
Lord, and delivered unto the pops containing the whole 
Word and Worſhip of God, and ſo their whole Religion, = e- 
ther with a prophetical Song, ſhewing the diverſe State of - 
Church and People in my Apes, under the ſucceſſive 
Diſpenfation of the Covenant ; this Law, and this Sovg he de- 
livers to the Prieſts and People for their improvement, char- 

ing of them moſt earneſtly and affeRionately to ſet their 
ES unto it, becauſe it was their Life. Theſe words ( becauſe 
it is thy Life ) they are ſome of the laſt words of ACoſes that 
great Prophet; and therefore they contain matter of the 
greateſt Importance to the People of God. They are ( toge- 
ther with the Context ) bs 7af?, his farewe//and dying Charge, 
whereby he fer himſelf, in a ſentence or two, to ſpeak all at 
once ; to deliver unto them the Sum or a Syſtem of all that 
DoRtrine and Duty, which he had before, throughout the 
whole courſe of his Miniſtry, been delivering unto them; all 
that they were to know, to believe, or to prattiſe; the whole 
both of Faith and Obedience, that is» more plainly, their 
whole Religion. And he chargeth them to ſet their hearts 
awto it; that is, to priſe it, love it, keep it, cleave to it, live 
and walk in the ſincere, pure, powerfull Profeſſion and Pra- 
Rice of it, with all their hearts, with all their minds, wath 


\ all their Souls, with all their might, and with all thei 


h, from Generation, unto Generation, themſebves, aud 


their-Children, for ever. And thus he moves them to ſet their 
hearts unto Religion; Becauſe it is their Life. Whence we have 


this 
DOCT. That Relinjon it is the Life of the (ovenant-People 
of God. | 
- Qur Text Ke DoQrine deliver the great and univerſal 


Reaſon of the Profeſſion and PraRtice of our Religion; Y#! 
En Becauſe 


T0" 


—_ it i our Life. Religion, in the moſb full and' compre< ; | 


henſfive.notion of it, It is' that whereby Man is qualified, and 
eapacitated to.live unto God, to live with God, -to live. upon 
God, to-ſee and to injoy God in Chriſt, as the Only'and Alt 
ſufficient Author of Life and Object of Bleſſedneſs, and Hap- 
ineſfs,--as his laſt End, and chief Good. Religion compre- 
Fade Man's-Deliverance from all; both moral and: miſerable 
Evil; both: Sin, Death, and Hell : as alſo all, both woral and 
beatifical Good; Holineſs, Happineſs, Grace and-Glory. And 
it iSconſummated in a perfeRtion of Beatifical Viſion, and 
Fruition, by the Light and Lite of Heaven. In the Explicati- 
on: I am to. ſhew | o 

I. That Religion is Life: 

2. That it is the Life of the Covenant-people of God, 

I, Religion it is Life; that 15, 

I. The true and pure Religion; It is originally, and only: from 
God, the living God, the God of all Life, who is Life it ſelf in 
the abſtraR, and the Fountain of Life to all living: Religion 
it ariſeth from, and is founded in-the very Being and Nature 
of the bleſſed God. If there were no ſuch God, there could be 
no ſuch Religion. Religion-it-is of God, both in a way of 4: 
vine Revelation, and in-a way of divine Operation. It is pure- 
ly of divine Revelation, reſpeRing both the Doftrine of it, &: 
the ſpiritual ſupernatural and ſaving Knowledge of it. It is that 
whereby God hath revealed himſelf unto man, and whereby 
man hath that faving-Knowledge of God; and Jeſus Chriſt his 
Son which 'is Life eternal. Joh. 17. 3.It is that whereby God 
hath commanded Light to. ſhine out of Darkneſs; and ( by the 
enlightening power of his Spirit ) ſhined inzo our hearts, and 
given us the light of the knowledge: of his Glory, in the face of Je- 
Jus ChrifT. 2 Gor. 4.6. Ut his marveilous Light. 1 Pet. 2. 9. 
Religion, it is alſo. from God ina way of d,vine Operation: It 
iS the moſt powerful EffeR of the quickening power and ope- 
ration of, the Spirit of God as a Spirit of Lyfe upon the - crea- 


it 


&ure: hence itis phraſed the Life of God. Eph. 4. 8. Religion; 
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it iS the moſt glorious created Emanation of ſpiritual, heayen- 


q Iy, and divine. Light and. Life from God, as the. fountain of 


both. Pſal.-36.9. For with thes is the Fountain of Life; in thy 
Light ſhall we ſee Light. WR 
2. Religion it i alſo from Chriſt the Mediator: It is founded 
in the Perſon, Office, and Work of Chriſt. The being of Reli- 
gion, the light, life, good, bleſledneſs, and happineſs of it, it is 
all from the Merit, Satisfa&tion and Interceſſion. of our Lord 
Jefus Chriſt, and from the power and operation of his Spirit. 
Religion, it conſiſteth in our Faith in Chriſt, and Obedience 
unto Him; and in our pradtical, and experimental Union, && 
Communion with: his -Perſon, and the Application of all his 
Benefits, even eternal Life. Thus Religion it is our Life, be- 
cauſe thereby we are made partakers of Chriſt, who is the 
Reſurreftion, and the Life. Joh. 11.25. The Way, the Truth, 
and the Life. Joh. 14. 6. By having of whom, we have Life. 
x Joh. 5. 12. & who is our Life. Colof. 3.4. Chriſt is the 
great PATRON and PROFESSOR of our Religion. He hath 
confirmed it by his own perſonal Profeſſion and Prattice, when 
on earth; and is himſelf the great Apoſtle and High Prieft of 
oar Profeſſion. Heb. 3. r. Whence it is molt properly called the 
Chriſtian Religion. | 
3. Religion, it is, reſpeting the Principles of it, Life. The 
Principles of it are /zving Principles, Principles of Life. Reli- 
gion, it iS wrovght into the hearts of men, by the quickening, 
power of the Spirit, in that ſaving work of Grace, wherein 
we are raiſed from Death unto Life; wherein we are paſſed 
from Death unto Life. x Joh. 3. 14. Religion, it 1s our ſp:ri, 
taal Reſurreftion, and o it is our ſpiritual Life. 
4. Religion in the praftice of it, it is the only way of Life, Tt 
15 by the performance of Rehgious Duties, that men walk in 
the way of Life. Practical Religion, it is the xarrow way which 
leadeth to Life. Mat. 7. 14. It 1s that way of Life which is a- 
bove to the wiſe, to depart from Tel! beneath Prov. 15.24. It 
& the Everlaſting Way. Plal. 139. 24- n | 
5. Re 
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5. Religion, in the vifible external Forms of it, in all the re- 
ligt Inſtitutions. Conſtitutions, and Adminiſtrations, which are 
of divine Appointment, ſo it us the only Means of Life, that | 
whereby God gives Life, or works Life, In which fence it * 
iS faid, Salvation is of the Fews. Joh. 4. 22. gion, it iS the * 
liroing Waters, the Waters of Life, the Tree of Life: which gives 
Life to the Nations. Ezek. 47. 8, 9. Zech. 14. 8. Rev. 22. x, 
2. Where Religion is, there are all the Means of Life, and * 
the faving Improvement of thoſe Means. Where Religion is ' 
not, there is no Day of Grace, no Means of Grace, no Life, | 
no Salvation. 

6. Religion, it is that wherein and whereby man is brought to 
God, to ChrifF, to God in Chriff. It is that whereby we do 
know God, acknowledge him, fear him, believe, hope, and | 
truſt in him, love, ſerve, worſhip, and glorifie God; and 
whereby we come to God, converſe with God, have Con- 
munion with God, and receive all ſaving Communications | 
from God, through Jeſus Chriſt : It is that whereby men | 
move and a& towards, and upon God; in and by which God | 
ewells with men on earth; it is that whereby we do appre- 
hend, cleave unto, and live upon God, as our Life. Deut. 30. 
20. That thou mayeſt love the Lord thy God and cleave to 
him : for He is thy Life. Thus Religion, in the Pr/nc-ples of 
it, it 1$ Life; in the Praftice of it, 1s the Way of Life ; in the 
wifible and external Forms and Inſtitutions of it, it 1s the Means 
of Life; and reſpeRing the original Objet, and Ends of it, it 
comes from, and leads and brings us up unto God in Chriſt, 
w_ 5 our Life. Thus it is demonſtrated that Religion 1s 
Lite. 

Secondly, That Religion is Life to the Covenant-People of 
God: that is, | 
1. 1t s their ſpiritual Life, that whereby they /zve ſpirit» 
tually, It 5 that whereby every ſingle Saint lives the Lite of 
Grace, and Holineſs; the Life of Faith, and New Obedience. 


The ſpirit and power of Religion .in the heart, it is Life - 
the 
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the Soul, and gives being to the New Creature. Rom. 8. 6. 
To be ſpiritually minded, it is Life. Hence Religion, it is that 
which makes the People of God a Living People. God's Peo- 
ple muſt be a _ People. Whenever God takes a People 
to be his People, He quickens them with ſpiritual Life, and * 
makes them a Living People. Ezek. 37. 6, — And ye ſhall 
live* and ye ſhall know that I am the Lord. &,V. 14. And ſtall” 
put my Spirit in you, and ye ſhall lrve. Hence Religion, it is 
Life from the dead to any People. Rom. 11.25. — What ſhalt” 
the Receiving of them be, but Life from the dead? The Con- 
verſion of the Jews ſhall be Life from the dead to the World, 
by a general and glorious reſurreRion of Religion. 

2. Religion, it 1s the Life of the Covenant-People of God ; i. e. 
1t gives them their ſpiritual Being, and Conſtitution under Cove- 
vant-Relation wato God, Tt gives a People their ſpiritual Stan- 
ding before God as his People, his Covenant-People. It is 
the eſſence and ſubſtance of the Covenant. Heb. 8. 10.* For 
this is the Covenant I will make with the Houſe of Iſrael after 
thoſe days : I will put my Laws into their mind, and write them 
in their hearts : and I will be to them a God, and they ſhall be ts 
me a People. taken from Jer;/31. 33. Religion in this ſence 
conſtitutes the Covenant, and is the ſpiritual Conſtitution of 
the Covenant-People of God. x Pet. 2. 9. But ye are a choſen 
Generation, a royal Prieſthood, an holy Nation, a peculior People. 
It follows Y. 1o*h Which in time paſt were 'not a People; but 
wow are the People of God, Without Religion, they were »o 
People: but Religion made them the People of God. 

3- Religion, it u the Life of the Covenant-People of God, as - 
to their Political Conſtitution in viſible Church-flate and Order, 
wader the Adminiſtration of all-Ordinances. Religion gives a - 
People their viſible Standing under the viſible Diſpenſfation 
of God's Covenant, and Adminiſtration of his Kingdom; as 
1n our Text. For 3t s:your- Life ; and by this thing ye ſhall pro- 
Jeng, your days in'the Land whither ye go over Jordan to poſſeſs it. - 
& was ther Religion, which gave them a Standing and Set- 
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tlement in that Land, the land of Promiſe, in the full poſſeſNi- 
on of their viſible Covenant Intereſts and FP mepts, as the 
Covenant-people'of God. - So that it remains s manifeſt plain 
Truth from the Word of God, that Religzon is the Life of the 
Covenant-people of God. The Application follows. 


USE. I.-It is for our Information and Inſtruftion in divers 
Particulars. wg | 
I. That there is, there can be but. One only, true, real Religi- 
on, and no more. Religion hathbeen, 1s, and ever will te 
One & the' ſame unchangeably. And becauſe there is but One 
God,. tut One-Lord Jeſus Chriſt; One Spirit, One work of 
Redemption, One way of Application, One Dodtrine” of 
Godlineſs, One Faith, One Obedience, One and the ſame 
moral Worſhip, One Covenant of Grace, One Covenant- 
people of God, One Family and Houſhold of God, One' State 
both of Grace and Glory, One Life, One Heaven ; therefore 
conſequently. but One Religion. All the ſincere People of 
'God in the World ever have been, and ever ſhall be Oe in 
the Profeſſion, and Practice of this One Religion; whereby all 
God's Elect are gathered together in One, in Chrift, and perfe- 
cted both in Grace and Glory, unto: the completion and per- 
fFection of the myſtical Body of Chriſt which is the fullneſs of 
Him who filleth all in all. Eph. x. zo, & 23. True it 68, the' 
Apoſtle grants ( x Cor. 8. 5.) that there are which are caled. 
gods — as there be gods many, and lords many. © Sb there be 
that are called religions, ſuch religions many : / But 4s the A- 
poſtle conchudes, Y. 6: but to-us there 1s but One God — and One 
Lord Jeſus Chrift : So ought we to conclude, that to ws there 
is but One Religion ; which 1s the pure Religion, and undefiled be- 
fore God, and the Father.Jam! 1. 27. ' This iS the Religion, 
without-which thexe- is, there can be no Like, or Salvation. - 
2. That this Religion, it "is the Supreme "thing in this lower: 
World; viz. becauſe it is, in all reſpects, our Life, and that. 
nothing elſe is ſo. Religzon, inthe full and whole nature and- 
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notion of it, is the moſt glorious effeR and produ@ of divine 
Wiſdom, Power, Grace, Mercy, Goodneſs, Truth, and Faith- 
fullneſs; yea, of the whole divine Sufficiency, and Efficiency, 
in the accompliſhment of all God's eternal Counſels concer- 
ning his own Glory, in the Salvation of his Ele. Religion, 
it comprehends all the whole Intereſt of God, of Chriſt, and 
of his Church and People in this World; all that is heavenly, 
ſpiritual, and divine ; all that is of Z7eaven upon Farth, reſpe- 
ing both State, IntereFF, and Enjoyment. Tt gives a Being & 
Standing to all Saints, both 1n Grace, and in Glory. h! 
Religion it is a marvellous high, and heavenly thing! All 
the real worth and excellency that is in the World, it is from 
Religion. There would be nothing of God, that is, of the 
knowledge of God, of the ſpiritual, gracious, and faving Pre- 
ſence of God, were it not for Religion. Thoſe who arc wi-. 
thout Religion, are without God in the World. Eph. 2. 12. We 
have no more of God, than we have of Religion. Again, 
there could have been no Good, or Goodneſs in the World ; had 
it not been for Religion. The World would have becn 8 
meer Yacuum of all good, nothing elſe but a receptacle of de- 
ſperate Sinners; a very Hell of Sin, and Miſery; there could 
have been nothing of Light, or Life, or Grace, Holineſs, or 
Happineſs; there would have been nothing but Darkneſs, and 
Death, and all kind of woe; no news of Heaven, no hope of 
Heaven; yea, there could have been no Heaven unto fallen 
Man, without Religion. Religion doth in a ſence, give being 
unto Heaven: There had not been ſuch Place or State of 
Bleſſednefs unto Man; neither had Man ever been capacita- 
ted t0./ive in Heaven, otherwiſe than by this Religion. No 
wonder then, that God by his Word, doth extoll it, and ad- 
vance it, as the moſt excellent, ineſtimable, invaluable, in- 
comparable thing. Prov. 3. 15. She is more precious than r#- 
bies: and all the things thou canit defire, are not to be compare4 
to her. - And iris advanced, becauſe it is our Life. Prov. 4. 13. 
— Keep her, for ſhe i thy Liſe. V. 2.1, 22. — Keep them in the 
C mids 
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midft of thy heart, for they are thy Life.Ttis Religion,that doth 
make the poor deſpiſed Saints of God. the Excelent Ones of the 
Parth; Pſal. 16. 3. Prov. 12. 26. It's Religion, that doth 
make. the Clurch of God beaurifuB, the perfetion' of Beanty, 
the Foy of the whole Earth, Pſal. 48. 2. Lam. 2.15. Yea, an 
Eternal Excellency. Ia. 60. 15. 

3- That it is the Infinite Grace, Mercy, and Goodneſs of God ts 
any People, that Fe doth give.them Religion. "The greateſt 
part of the World, and of the Nations of the Wortd are moſt 
miſerable without it, all the Pagan, and PopiſhWorld. O that 
ſo great, ſo much the greater part of Mankind, ſhould fo ly 
buried in groſs Ignorance, and Atheiſme, without God, and Reli- 
gion. 1 Foh.5.19. The whole World lieth in Wickedneſs.Somuch 
the more is the Mercy of God magnified to fuch People and 
Nations, unto whom He hath granted Religion, in the /ght, 
life, and power of it. It 15 the happineſs, honour, and es 
of any Nation, or People. It was fo of the People of 7/raet. 
It made them great and glorious above all other Nations. 
Dent. 33. 29. Happy art thou O TIfrael: — A People ſaved by 
the Lord! And great above all Nations it alſo made them. 
Deut 4. 7. For what Nation ſo great, that hath God ſo nigh unts 
them? High alſo it made them above the Nations, ix pra:ſe, 
in name, and in honour. Deut. 26. 19. It made them a Crown of 
glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal Diadem in the hand of 
their God. Iſa. 62. 3. That God hath made our People and 
Nations ( at leaſt in theſe latter Ages ) ſo much a Glory a- 
mong the Nations; and ſo much the Bulwark and Defence of 
Religion in the World, it ought to be acknowledged with 
Doxologic. That God hath bleſs'd poor New-England with 
ſo much of Religion; planted theſe Heavens, and laid the foun- 
dations of this Earth in ſuch an happy ſabſerviency thereunto, 
this we ought to commemorate with Thankfulneſs; yet not 
without ſome, yea much diminution of our joy and comfort, 
under a ſorrowful ſenſe of our preſent Defe&tion therein. 

USE. IT. It ought to be for Admonition. If we are a 
Pegs 
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People of Religion, if Religion be. our Life, O /et ws. then Be 
Admoniſhed to take heed that we-do not deſtroy our Religion, and 
ſo deſtroy our own Life, deſtroy our ſelves utterly and mot miſe- 
rably, by deſtroying our Religion. And we are the more con- 
cerned to give moſt diligent and earneſt heed to fuch an 4d- 
_monition and Warning ;, becauſe our Lord Jeſus ſeems to ſpeak 
to theſe Churches, as to the Church of Sards. Rev. 3.1. 7 
know thy works,. that thou hast. a name that thou liveFt, and art 
dead, That there hath been a vital decay, a decay upon the 
very Yitals of Religion, by a deep declenſion in the Lite, and 
Power. of it; that there iS already a great. Death upon Religi- 
on, little more left than a name to./rve; that the things which 
.remain, are. ready. to dye; and that, we are in great danger of 
dying together with it ; This is one of the molt awakening, &c 


humbling Conſiderations of our preſent State and Condition. 


Oh! the many deadly. Symptoms, Symptoms of Death, that 
are upon our -Rehligion ! nſider we then how much it is 
dying reſpeRing the very Being of it; by the general failure of 
the work of Comverfon; whereby only-it is that Religion 1s 
propagated, continued, and upheld in bemg among any Peo- 
ple. - As converting work doth eaſe, ſo Religion doth dye a- 
way;;:though more ;inſex/1bly, yet moſt-irrecoverably. How 
-much-Rebgion is dying in the very Hearts of ſincere Chriſti- 
ans, by their Declenfions in- Grace, Holimeſs, \and the Power of 
Godlinefs! How much it iS dying, reſpeRing 'the vi/ible Pro- 
feſton, and\Pradtice of it : -partly' by.the Formality of Churches; 
but more by the :#1ypocrifre, and Apeſtafie of formal, hypocri- 
ticalProfeſiars !: How.much-it 15 yizg under the prevailing 
power of thoſe Sins-and+Evit, which-are utterly. inconſiſtent 
with, and deſtraQtive of the Life of it! "Thoſe Sins continu- 
ing, and. prevailing, \Religion:cannot live, it muſt needs dye. 
Such as are. the deep, :and-general Degeneracy.of the Generati- 


onS;\'Unprofttablene .unter.all means of -Grace, 'Unbelief, & 
-Difobedience to the Goſpel ; Formality,' Hypocrifie, and ſpiri- 


tual 1dolatry.in the Worſhip of God; - Prophanation, and Pol- 
if C2 lutions 
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' tutions of the Houſe of. God; Slighting and Negle of 
Holy Things, Intereſts, and Injoyments thereof; Worldlineſs, 
Prophaneneſs, Sznſuality. - All theſe Sins, more efpecially 
' when they are become the very Spirit of the Times, and Ge- 
neration ; when they are penal, and judicial, then they will 
certainly iſſue in general, and total Apoſtacy; and ſo will de- 
ſtroy, not only the life, and power, but the external Form, 
Order, and Intereſt of Religion alſo. Hence how is Religi- 
on dying in Churches! Churches, which are conſtituted on 
purpoſe for the propagation, and preſervation of the Life of 
Religion ; that live, and have their being, only by the life of 
Religion, - how little is there of the life of Religion left in 
them! and how are Churches themſelves /angui/hmig and dy- 
ing together with Religion! How 1s Religion dying in Fa- 
z11ies! through the negleR of the religious Service and Wors 
ſhip of God, and of the religious Education of Children and 
Youth in Families. ' Truly, here, and hereby Religion firſt 
received its death”s wound. ' Hence Religion 1s dying in all 
other Societies, among all Orders and Degrees of men, in all 
ways of Converſe, both Civil, and Eccleſiaſticat. O there is 
| little, or nothing of the Lite'of Religion to be ſeen, or appea- 
ring either in-the Frame, or Way ; Hearts, or Lives of the ge- 
nerality of the Profeſſors of it. And that which remains there- 
of, ready to dye! How much and great cauſe have we then 
to take heed, that we do not quite deſtroy it. That 15, 

I. Take heed that we. do not exchange our. Religion for the 
World; that we do-not commit that: Heaven-aſtonuthing Sin, 
which God'charged his People with. Fer. 2.. T1, 12, x3.— 
But my people have changed their Glory for that which doth not 
profit. Be aſtoniſhed, O ye heavens, at this, & be horribly afraid, 
be ye very deſolate, ſaith the Lord." For my people: have com- 
mitted two evils: they;have forſaken Me,' the Fountam of Irving 
waters, and hewed them out cifkerns, broken ciſterns that.\can hold 
0 water, © They had exchanged their God, and their Religj- 
"on for the World; they had advanced the Interef? ..; = 
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| World above the 7ntere#? of Religion: and thereby n/Naved 


themſelves. Y. 14. 1s Iſrael a ſervant? is he a home-born Slave? 


. why is he ſpoiled? God deſtroyed them by that worldly Inte- 


ret, whereby they had deſtroyed their Religion. If once a 


. People do ſet their hearts upon the World, fo as to make it 


their higheſt and heart-intereſt, their preponderating, ruling 
Intereſt, which doth ſway all, and carry all before it; when 


. the Spirits, Principles, Counſels, and Defigns of a People are 


all for the World, ſet for the promotion, and advancement of 
their worldly Iuteref7; when the Intereſt and Concernments of 


Religion, yea even Religion zt ſelf, is made ſubordinate, and 
e 


ſubſervient to the World; yea proſtituted by worldly men to 
worldly Luſts, and thereby.expoſed to all kind of abuſe, ſcan- 
dal, ſhame, reproach, and made an Opprobrium ; when the vi- 
ſible Profeſſors of Religion are, - not only in heart alienated 
from ; but are become ſecret Enemies to it; when Religion is 
opprelſlcd, and depreſſed ; when it is made, not only to /erve, 
but alſo to ſuffer under the riſing, ruling Intereſt of the World: 
WO then will be to fuch a People: for they have exchanged 
their Religion for the World: therefore their Religion will dye. 


; The ſpirit of the World, and of Worldlineſs hath been, 1s, and 


a 


. nant 


iSlike to be the moſt general, and powertul Principle of Apo- 
Nacy to the; profeſſing people of God: and it is often, yea ordi- 
ly, the death of Religion: It is always ſo, when, & where 

it prevails. | 
' 2... We are admoniſhed to take heed that we do not deſert Reli- 


 £10x.. if we deſert. it; it will certainly dye; dye without remedy. 


That,we da not deſert it by withdrawing our hearts from it ; 
or by an ZZeart-apoſtacy from God. Religion always dyes by 
the People's Heaxt-apoſtacy. They ſet not their Heart arm/t — 
Their Heart was not, right with Him. . Pfal. 78. 8, 37. Their 


_ Heart was removed; far from Him.. If2. 29,13. Hence God 


complains ,ſo;much, eyery, where, of their evil Heart; their 
hard, impenitent, unbelieving, ſtubborn, rebellious, backſl iding, 
revolting, whoriſh Heart ; whereby they had quite OT. = 

re 
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the life of their Religion. Again, that we do not deſert Rel. 
gion by lighting, negleRing, and expoſing the vi/fible, exter- 


al Intere#t and Concernments of it; and fo not only with- 


drawing our hearts, but our heads and hands alſo; I mean 


our labours and endeavours in whatſoever ought, and is ab- | 


ſolutely neceſſary to be done and performed, for the ſupport, 
upholding and maintaining of the viſible Intereſt of Religion. 
Thus the People of old, in their Apoſtacy forſook the 'Tem- 


ple, and the viſible Worſhip of God, and ſuffered all to fall in- | 
to a ruine and deſolation. They deſerted the whole Intereſt | 


of Religion, and ſo deſtroyed it. How much the Spirzt, the 


| 
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Sins, and the Temptations of the Times do incline unto ſuch a | 
deſerting, or forſaking of Religion, we may conſider, and lay | 


to heart with deep Humiliation. For the more cloſe Ap- 
plication of this Admonition, let it be conſidered. 

I. That when Religion is once decaying anil dymg, is near death, 
even at the point, or ready to dye, ( as Rev: 3.2. ) It is then 
high time for Profeſſors, anda profeſſing People ts take heed to 
themſelves, that they be no further Acceſſory to the death of it. 
When the Intereſt of the World riſeth higher and higher, & 
all the Sins of the Times grow ſtronger and ſtronger; and 

Religion is growing weaker and weaker ; is already grown fo 
'weak, that it hath nor life, ſtrength, or-power enough left, to 
recover it ſelf: It is a fearful queſtion to ſuch a People, whe- 
ther Religion be not gone paſt hope of Recoyery, at leaſt in 
"the ordinary way of the improvement of Means. 'Whether 
ever that Church of Sards, andthoſe other declined Churches 
' were recovered, or no, by a-refurre&ion' of Religion, is more 
uncertain. Sure we are, they afterward dyed, and were bari- 
ed, Congyitr with their Religion ) in their own ruines. 
2. When Religion dyes, all dyes with ſuch a'People. © The 
death of Religion deſtroys all kind of Lite; both the Spiritu- 
al, and Political Life: It deſtroys Church-coiiftitution, Order, 
Adminiſtrations; yea it deſtroys the being and flanding of a 
_ People before God under his Covenant. When Religion px 
| EN 
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Fe | 
then Lo-ammi, and Lo-ruhamah are born; then God faith, Te 
are not my People, and will not be your God: And He will no 
more have mercy — but that He will utterly take away. Hoſe. x. 


# 6, 8: Thus that People c—_— themſelves by deſtroying 
! of their Religion; and remain 

| unto this day. Ezek. 37.1 — 14 It we ſhould deſtroy our 
| Religion, we ſhould deſtroy all our Publzque Weal; all that 


and buried in their Graves 


wherein we have been peculiarly happy, as the People of 
God. If once Religion dye, there will be nothing but Death; 


Death in our Hearts, Death in all our ways of Converſe: we 
! ſhall be a dead People. Sin and Death do always reign, when 
| and where Religion _= and 1s deſtroyed. 


3- When a People deſtroy themſelves by deſtroyiag Religion, 


| they periſh inevitably, utterly, & mofF miſerably.WhenGod doth 


leave a People to deſtroy Religion, then He hath no Salvati> 
on for them. By deſtroying Religion, a People do put away 
Salvation from them, and render themſelves utterly uncapa» 
ble thereof, If God lct fuch a Peope alone; and execute no 
outward, temporal Judgement upon them, they will ſoon 
make a miſerable end of themſelves: for they will abuſe all 
their Peace, Proſperity, Means, Mercyes, Intereſts, & Injoy- 
ments, unto their own Ruin; and incurre all kind of deſtroy- 
ing Evils; make themſelves a Shame, a Reproach, a 7 aunt, 2 
Curſe, an Execration, and an Aſtoriſhment to all People. So 
did that People of old. Fer. 24: 9. 'w 25. 18. - And ſo they 
continue to teunto this day.No fuch vile, refuſe People under 
heaven, as they who have —_— Religion: Such a People 
muſt needs periſh moſt hopeleſsly. Ezek. 33. 10. Tf our 
Tranſgreſſions and our S'ns be upon us, and we pine away in them, 
how ſhould we then Ive! Obſerve, Religion being dead and 
gone, they caſt away all hope of Salvation, and give up them- 
ſelves deſperately unto DeſtruRion, ſaying, How ſhould we 
then live! It is hard to produce an Inſtance of any People 
recovered, when wy have deſtroyed Religion by a general, 
and total Apoſtacy trom it: For it is the utmoſt height of all 
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Six, Tranſareſſion, and Provecation, which moveth the Wrath 


of God to ariſe. 2 Chron. 36. 16. — Untifl the Wrath of the: 
Lord aroſe azainFt his People, till there was no Remedy; or ne: 
Healing. By deſtroying of Religion, a People do f// up their 


Sia alway, till Wrath cometh upon them to the utmoFF. x Theſ. 2. 


16. ---- To fill up their Sins dfway: for the Wrath is come upon | 


them to the uttermofF, Furthermore, to deſtroy Religion, it 
is a ſin moſt direQly againſt our Lord Feſus Chrift; becauſe 
Religion, it is more peculiarly His; His Work, His Cauſe, and 
Hntereft: Therefore todeſtroy it, is a ſin which doth expoſe a 
People more dire&ly to the dreadfull Wrath and Diſpleafure 
of Chriſt. It is the greateſt Injury that can be offer 
to Him; and theretore He will avenge it. We know it was 
the Lord Jeſus who did denounce fo dreadfully againſt all the 
Churches. Rev. 2. 5. Elſe will 7 come unto thee quickly, and re- 


move thy Candleſtick. & V. 16. Elſe will I come unto thee quick- 


ly, and will fight againit them V. 23. 1 will kill her Chit- 


dren with death, and all the Churches ſhall know that I am He. 
which ſearcheth the Reins and Hearts: and I will give unto eve-. 


ry one of you according to your works, The condition of a Peo- 
ple or Churches is become unſpeakably wotul and lamentable 


when Chriſt, who is the only Medator and Znterceſſor with: 
God ro procure all, both temporal, and eternal Deliverance, . 
and Salvation, is turned againſt them, and become their Ene-; 


mie: for He is the moſt dreadful Enemie; concerning whom 


it is written (Exod.23. 21. ) Beware of Him, and obey his Voice, 


provoke Him not : for He will not pardon & Pſal. 2. 12. 
Kifs the Son, le5F He be angry, and ye periſh from the way, whep 
his Wrath is kindled but a little: bleſſed are all they that put 


their Truft in Him, Well then may any People or Churches. 


who have any care or concernment for their own Salvation, 
be ſurprized with A/toni/hment unto ſome degree of Horror, un- 


der an apprehenſion of any danger of the death of Religion.: 


It 15 the Infinite Mercy of God to New-Ergland, that alth6 
Religion doth {anzuiſh; yet if we be admoniſhed, and take 
Wa.s 


d or done; 
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warning, there is till hope, -that it may Revive and Live, 
Hence the won 

HI: 2/SE Wherein the Dofrineis to be improved, and ap- 
plied in a way of Exhortation. If Religion be our lite, and 
if there be ſo much danger- of the Death of Religion. 0 
then let all who love, and defire life ; both. temporal, ſpiritual, 
andeternal life,and whofear death, ſo great a death; be moved to 
Taboxr with-all our hearts, minds, ſouls, might and ſtrength, by all 
ways and means, to recover,and ſave the life of Religion which is 
eur own. life. This Exhortatiori propoſeth and preſſeth all the 
greatand general Dutys of the Covenant People of God at ſuch 
a time, and infſuch a caſe as we are. Moſes applied all the 
whole Word of God at once, to the People by this one Word 
of Exhortation, Set your hearts unto all the Words, &tc. be- 
cauſe it is your life. It is alſo the ſum of all which our Lord 
Jeſus, propounds to the declining Churches, Rev.3.2. Be watch- 
ful, and ftrengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die. 
I am ( though moſt unworthy.) called forth this day, and ſet 
in this General Aſſembly, to ſpeak for the life of Religion, to 
plead in the Name of the Lord, and by the Word of the Lord, for 
the /ife of Religion, to plead for the life of dying gs Oh! 
were the heart of N-Exg/. rightly and fully prepared, refolved, 
and ſet for the recovery and fafety of the life of Religion: God 
would then moſt graciouſly make clear and full diſcoveries of 
our.whole way and work therein,and of all the means there- 
unto: Yea, God himſelf would ſoon bring all to paſs for us. 
To this end we ought to be throughly convinced of, and 
deeply humbled ( even unto . ſhame and confuſion of Face ) 
under the ſenſe of the decaying, dying ſtate of Religion ; and 
withal charge, judge, condemn, loath and abhor our ' ſelves 
for all that Sin and Apoſtaſie, whereby we have brought Re- 
figiox into ſuch a ſtate. Under fuch ConviRtion and 'Humili- 
ation, we mult ct our ſelves to labour, unto the reſurretion 
of Religion, and that with extraordinary Zeal, Courage, Faith» 
tulneſs, and Reſolution, in the .improvement of all means, 
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tives, and more than for our lives; ſtill acknowledging, that 
when we have done all that we can, Religion muſt be revived, 
not without the greateſt Miracle of Divine Power, Grace and 
Mercy by God himſelf, Ezek. 37.12. O' my People, I will open | 
your Graves, That we may obtain the accompliſhment of | 
this great promiſe, it will be neceflary ; 

I. That we do under an humbling, heart-breaking ſenſe of our 
preſent, abſolute and extream neceſſity of the mighty power and 
working of the Spirit of God, in a way of Soveraign Grace and 
Mercy, for the recovery of the Life of Religion, labour unto ax 
« extraordinary mah of Faith and Hope in God for it. Plead, 
and improve his Covenant, and all-his Promiſes to that end. 
We have great encouragement from the Word of God fo to 
do., Foſ.6.1,2. Come let as return anto the Lord After 
two dayes ke will revive us, in the third day he will raiſe us up, 
and we fhall lrve in his fight. If we could thus come unto 
God by Faith he would revive us: there iSnothing more dan- 
gerouſly Symptomatical, than when a People grow ſenſeleſs, 
ſecure, ſtupid, ſottiſhly ſupine in the depth of Apoſtaſie. 
None of the, declining Churches, fo irrecoverably gone, as 
that of _Laodicea ; and that becauſe, utterly ſenſeleſs and ſe- 
cure, Rev.3.17. Becauſe thou ſayeft I am rich, and increaſed 
with Goods, and have need of nothing : and knoweſt not that thou 
artwretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked. So 
the People of Zfrael; I mean the ten Tribes, when they were 
ſunk in their Apoſtaſie,paſt recovery, God by the Prophet E- 
lijah, pat them upon the utmoſt trial, by that great propoſal, 
1 King.18.21. How long halt ye between two Opinions ? If 
the Lord be God, follow him ; if Baal, then follow him; and the 
People anſwered him nor a word : Obſerve, the People anſwer- 
ed him not a Word, which fignifies plainly, that —_— they 
were fully convinced of their Apoſtaſie, and manifeſted by 
their ſilence, that they were judged, and felf-condemned ; yet 
they were ſo ſtupid, and ſottiſh under it, that they were not 
at all careful nor concerned about it ; nor willing to —_—_ 
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themſelves, their minds, or thoughts with 'it. God prant it 
may not be ſo with us. 

2. That we do carefully and very curiouſly obſerve aud labour 
to underftand ; the Time, the Way, the Work of the Lord, when 
and wherein, he is graciouſly willing, and working to revive and 
raiſe up ; yielding, up our ſehves unto him, as the Subjeft of ſo 

reat a Work. | is the greatunhappineſs and miſery of any 

Geckining People, not to underſtand when, and how God 1s 
Jabouring with them to revive and _ them, Hol. 11. 3. I 
raught Ephraim aiſo to go ; taking them by their Arms : but t 
trew not that I healed them. Hence it was, they abuſed all, 
both ordinary and extraordinary means and mercies, unto: 
their own deeper defeRion, and utter deſtruRtion, as Z7of. 7. r. 
—IVhen 1 would have healed Iſrael, then the Tniquity of Ephra« 
im was tiſcovered; and the Sin of Samaria; the more God la- 
boured with them to heal them,the worſe they were; until (at 
laſt) they became wilfully unwilling to be healed; and even de- 
ſperately reſohrte in their Apoſtaſie : Fer.2.25. But thou 

[aid#?, there is no- hope, no, for I have loved Strangers, and after 
them T will go. So Jer.18.12. Ifai. 30.15.— This made the- 
Prophet to lament fo dolefally, without hope, Fer. 8. 18, 20. 
When I would comfarttmy ſelf againft ſorrow, my heart is faint tn 
we ; the Harveſt is paft, the Summer Yor "7 ear ind are not 
healed, for the hart of the Daughter of my People I am: hurt, I” 
an black, aſtoniſhment hnth hold 'upon-me : That whict: 
broke the heart of his hope, was, they had not known, nor 

improved-the time, and'means of their healing and falvation, 

therefore now their caſe was Hopeleſs and. remedileſs : 
this made our Blefied Lord Jeſns-to weep ont the Bowels of his | 

Compaſſion over Feruſalem,in that doleful lamentation, Zu#. 19. 

4T, 42. Antl when he was comenear, he 'beheh{the City, &-' 

wept over it'; if thou hadft known, even-thou;” #t leaſt. in-this thy-. 

Day, the things which belomz to thy peace; bat 'mow'they are bidldew-: 
om thine eyes. Verſe 44 —— Becauſe thou knewtffnet the time - 

of thy Yifitation: © So Mat..2 3.37. <— 0 Jeruſalem, Feruſa- 
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lem, &c. How often would I have gathered: thy Children, &c: 
and ye would not, behold your houſe is left unto you deſolate; 
When a People do not, will not obferve nor underſtand the 
time, way, and work of the Lord, and fo refuſe to be healed, 
and faved, God doth-then give them up as a reprobate People, 
Jer. 6. 29. 3. The Bellows are burnt, the Lead is conſumed 
of the fire, the Founder melteth in vain, for the wicked are: not 
plucked away ; reprobate Silver ſhall men call them, becauſe the 
Lord hath rejefted them. Ezek. 24. 13. Becauſe I have 
purged thee and thouwaſt wy fon thou ſhalt not be purged any, 
more from thy filthineſs, until I have cauſed my fury to reſt upon 
thee ; I the Lord have ſpoken it, I will-do it, I will net go- back, 
neither will IT ſpare, neither will T repent. If a People will not 
be healed and faved, they muſt be, they - ſhall be deſtroyed: 
O that we underſtood how much we are concerned to dz/cery, 
know,and improve the preſent time; leſt the Harveſt ſhould be 
paſt, and the Summer ended, and the things of our peace, of 
our temporal, ſpiritual and eternal. welfare ſhould. be hidden 
from oux eyes. | 
J- That we do wait earneſtly upon God, in an extraordinary 
way of . Fumiliation and Supplication, under the Adminiſtration of 
his Word and Worſhip, for the diſpenſation of his Spirit, and of 
Converting Grace. No hope, no-poſlibility of the ReſurreRion 
of Religion otherwiſe than by ſach a. diſpenſation - of the 
pirit and Grace of God, wntil. God ſhall pour out his Spirit 
rom on High, 1/az. 32.5. — ntl the Spirit be poured upon 
#s from on High, and the, Wilderneſi-be, a fruitful Field ; that 
De ſtruftions and Deſalations were to remain upon them, un- 
til God ſhould work a-general wark.of Converſion, and the 
Reſurretion .of Religion thereby. . They. were to remain 
dead and buried. jn' their Graves, until God ſhould accom- 
pliſh that great Fundam eptal Covenant Promiſe, Ezek. 36.26, 
2.7. — A newheart will, 1 g3ue you, aud a new ſpirit will 7. put 
within you, and.] will put\ my Spirit within you. So Ezek. 37. 
134.14. == When 1 have opened your Graves, and brought you 
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wp ont of your Graves, and ſhall put my Spirit in you, and ye ſhall 
lrve. Therefore it is high time for us to ſeek the Lord until 
he rain Righteouſneſs, Hol. 10.12. O if God ſhall: pleaſe to 
pour out his Spirit upon our Seed, and his Bleſſing upon our Off 
ſpring ; then there will be a glorious Reſurreftion of Religion 
with the riſing Generation ; Zhey ſhall ſpring up as among/t tie 
Graſs, and as Willows by the Water-courſes, lai. 44. 34. 
that we could approve our ſelves an Humble, Penitentiat, 
Prayerful Peaple ; prepared for fuch a diſpenſation of the Spis 
rit, and waiting upon God under the promile of ir. ' 

4. That we $Htrengthen the things which remain,that are ready 
to die, This 1s our Lord Jeſus his DireRion, in terms, Rew. 
3. 2. keep alive and cheriſh that of the lifeof Religion which 
15 left, the remains of it: O Chriſtians, let dying Religion 
have a Reviving and a Reſurreftion in your hearts and hves ; 
live itup to lite again ; there is, there can be. nothing more 
of the life of Religion kept in the World, than what is pre- 
ſerved. and upheld in the heart of a few, (and they are com- 
paratively but a very few ) living and lively Chriſtians,there 
never hath. been, nor ever is but a little of Religion in the * 
life, ſpirit and power of it in this lower World ;. it is. a very, 
choice, rare thing in the. beſt of times ; but. there is never 
leſs of it than when ſincere Chriſtians are fallen into a'frame 
and way of Declenſion ; nothing more deadly to Religion 
than the declenſion of Chriſtians, which ſtrikes at the very 
heart and life of it ; ſo much the more ſhould you labour to 
riſe to the utmoſt height of attainment in Grace and: Holi- 
neſs, even unto a conſpicuous, eminency therein ; that Reli- 
gion may not only live, but ſhine in all your Converfes, 
throughout your whole Converſations ; that you may ſbine-as 
Lights in the World, Phil..2. 15, 16. Chriſtians, if youdonot 
thus revive, and raiſe Religion, in your hearts and lrves before - 
you die, you may.not-expe@-that it will long ſurvive you:: 
though Religion cannot die ſo long as you live, yet if you 
ſuffer Religion to hivea dying Lifein you, you may fear, thax 
TT o——S "(though 
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{ thoughyit cannot-die in you ) it may notwithſtanding die 
with you. 

5. That we ſet- our hearts unto and upoy Religion. Make it 
our higheſt, our deareſt, even our heart-intereſt; our whole, 
our all, as to Intereſt and Injoyment in this World ; that 
which we live for, that which we live by, that which 1s our 
Life ( w7z. ) becauſe it is that whereby we live to, with, and: 
upon God in Chriſt : let our Souls therefore be drawn forth 

r, and ingaged unto Religion, in eſteem, love, zeal, deſire, 
delight ; that our minds may be ſo exerciſed unto the Doctri- 
nal, Practical, and experimental Knowledge of it ; as that 
we may be raiſed to real, ſpiritual diſcoveries, and apprehen-- 
ſions of the excellency, glory and perfeRion- of it, with a 


tranſcendency above all the glories and perfe&tions of this- ' 
lower World: That we may account all Worldly Intereſts | 


and Injoyments hut loſs for the excellency of the: Knowledge of 
d, Phil. 3. 8. And may by Faith al-- 


:t, as the Holy Apoſtle 
fo apprehend our own Thtereſt in it, with moſt certain aſſu-- 
_ rance thatit i$ ours, our own, and that nothing is fo, or ſo 
much ours, our- own, as: our Religion, that is owr God, our 


Chrift, and our Religion,a8 it is, and becanſe it 15-oxr Jife: O if 


we could thus devote our ſetves to Religion, become true, 
_ Votaries - ta Religion, Religion: would then: revive and: 
VE. 


6. That we ſet our ſelves in whatſoever we have, are, or can- 


do, in a full, and dirett Subſerviency to the Propagation and” ad: 
vancement of. Religion. Tay outonr ſelves, improve all time, 
ſtrength and gifts, gtace - and-eſtate, power, Authority, inte-- 
; influence, .unto-, our utmoſt _— and poflibility 
for Religion; and that with utmoſt Care, Conſcience, Zea 
Courage, Faithfulneſs; in-a- way of. ſtedfaft; perſeverance 
- through all*incounters and conflids +0 - the aft; making of 
tour maindelign, our whole work and bufinefs, in- all our. 
tranſactions, both . with* God and Min: That we therefore 
iabour fervently, and inſtantly with God in Prayer; "= 
TT or 
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for Zions ſake we do not hold our peace, and for Jeruſalems ſake 
we do not reft ; that we never hold our peace day nor- 
night, grove him no refÞ until he eſtabliſh and make Feruſalew a 
praiſe in the Earth, Ifai. 62. 1,6, 7. That we henceforth 
tranſat with God, and one with another ; with religious 
ſincerity, in truth and faithfulneſs, in and about that great and 
moſt important buſineſs of Reformation ; in ſuppreſſing all 
the great and general Sins ? and performing the great and 
general Duties of the times ? that we trifle, diſſemble, falſ- 
fie no more therein, as heretofore we have too much done; 
and as the People of old did to their own ruin and deſtru- 
Qion, Jer.3.10. Nothing haſtned their utter defefiion and de- 
ftrution more than their format, hypocritical Reformations. That 
we alſo labour to retrieve and raiſe the viſible Intereſt of Re- 


' ligion, and advance it above the head of our chief joy, Plal. 137. 


6. That we do cleave by an Heart-Engagement to the Word, 
Worſhip, Ordinances, Adminiſtrations, Miniſtry, Order, 
Rule and Government of Chriſt in his Church, tothe whole 
Canſe, Intereſt and Kingdom of Chriſt, That we keep the 
Word of his Patience, and do not deny Fiis Name, but hold fait 
that which we have, which was the Commendation and Dire- 
Rion given to the Church of Philadelphia, Rev. 3.8, 10, 11. 
If thus we live and labour for Religion, then Religion will 


' revive and live. 


7. That we ſtir up our ſelves to take hold of God, who hath hid 
his face from us, that is to recover and retain the preſence of 
God, the grace and favour of God. If we fufter God to de- 
part, Religion will die: If God depart the Glory will be remo- 
ved, bur it God return,Religion will live ; for God is our life, 
Deut. 30. 20. T bat thou mayeFt love the Lord thy God, that thou 
mayefſt obey his waice, and that thou mayeft cleave to him, for he 
is thy life. O if all thoſe who have a real intereſt in God, 
and who have power with God, would ſtir up themſelves, 
and fet themſelves by Faith in Prayer, to take hold upon him, 
we might, we ſhould certainly prevail with hum ro return 
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to us, to abide and continue with us, as our God and Savt 
our, for he delights to return and meet his People in ſuch a 
way, //ai. 64.5. Thou meeteſt him that rejoyceth, and worketh 
righteouſneſs; thoſe that remember thee in thy wayes, behold 
thou art wroth, for we have finned, in thoſe is continuance, and" we 
ſhall be ſaved. Our returning unto God, and Gods return- 
ing unto us, will infer a bleſſed Refurre&ion of Religion. - 4 

.. That we may labour effeAually in all theſe wayes to re- 
cover and preſerve the life of Religion ; It is neceffary : 

. I. That we do and perform all with Mourning, and deep Hu- 
milintion: Mourning for and over our ſelves, mourning for 
and *over finners, mourning over our Families, mourning 
over - our Churches, mourning over the riſing Generations, 
and over this whole People ; mourning under the ſenſe of 
our own Sins, and 'the-Sins of others; all the Sins of the 
times ; mourning under the ſenſe of the dying ſtate of Re- 
ligion, mourning under the ſenſe of Gods diſpleaſure, of his 
departure, and the woful effets of both ; mourning after 
God, after the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, after the returns of his 
prelence, after his pardoning, purging, reconciling , faving 
grace, and mercy,and all the effe&s thereof: O that we 
could do all that we have to do, even our whoſe work, mourn- 
ing in a frame and way of mourning, with a ſpirit of mourn- 
ing; To that end we ſhould ſet our ſelves apart, retire our 
ſelves unto mourning, as that mourning Prophet did, Fer. 9.x 
2. 0% that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountainof tears, 
that I mizht weep day & night ,Oh that T had in the Wilderneſs the 
lodging-place of a way-faring man; that I might leave my People & 
go from them; Mourn alone in ſecret places, er. 13. 17. My ſoul 
ſhall weep in ſecret places. We ſhould be mourning, and al- 
wayes without ceaſing, without intermiſſion, Fer. 14. 17,— 
Let mine eyes run down with tears night and day, let them not 
ceaſe, Lam. 3. 49. — Mine eye trickleth down, and ceaſeth not, 
without intermiſſion, Mourning with a deep and bitter mourg- 


ing aad lamentation; Hghing, and crying bitterly unto the 
breaking 
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'brecking of our loyns, Fzet.9.4. Set a markupoy' the foreleads 
of the men that ſigh and cry, Ezek,2.1.6. Sigh therefore thou Sox 
of man, with the breaking of thy loyns, and with bitterneſs ligh 
before their eyes; With an inward ſpiritual mourning, with: 
contrition, humiliation, and much fſoul-afflition, admitting, 
no comfort, no common or carnal comlort, 1/az. 22. 4. Look 
away from me. 1 will weep bitterly, labour not to comfort me 
Mourning in a way of Prayer and Supplication ; Pray and 
Movrn, and Mourn and Pray; So Nehemiah, he wept, and 
mourned, fafted and prayed, Neh. 1. 4. So Daniel, Das. g. 3. 
Ve muſt Sigh and Cry; ſighing and crying, to God is the 
true voice of mourning and of mourners : Our Prayers 
mult be the voice of weeping, Pſal.6.8,9. The Lord hath heard 
the voice of my weep:ng, we muſt mourn unto God ;- So Nehe-- 
miah wept and ——_— before the God of Fleaven, Nchem. 1.4. 
So bemoan our ſclves to him in our mourning, that he may 
earneſtly remember us ſtill, and that his bowels may be troubled 
for us, and his compaſſions moved towards us, Jer. 31.18,20. . So 
mourn unto him, as that our tears may drop into bis Bottle, 
and be written in his Book, Pfal. 56. 8. We muſt follow God: 
mourning, ſeek him mourning, turn unto him mourning, 
Fer.z1.9. They ſhall come with weeping, and with ſupplication 
w.l T lead them; Obſerve,this is rhe way wherein God pro- 
miſeth to revive his People, and to raiſe themup by a Reſur- 
reftion of Religion, out of their deepeſt deſeftion, Fere.5 0.4. 
In theſe dayes, and at t'e time, ſaith the Lord, the Children of 
Iſrael ſhall come, they and the Childrea of Judah together, going, 
and weeping as they go ; they ſhall ſeek the Lord their God; they 
ſhall as* the way to Zion with their faces thitherward: Such a: 
Mourning is the certain effect of the faving diſpenſation of 
the Spirit and converting Grace; and is the only way of 
turning to God ina ſaving work of Converſion and refor- 


mation, Zech.t2. 10.11,12. And I will pour out upon the houſe. 


of David, and upon tie In'abitants of Jeruſalem, the ſpirit of 
Grace and Supplicat ion, and they lralf mourn, inthat. 
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day there fhall Þ2 a-great mourning in Jeruſalem, —= And the- 
Land ſhall mourn every Family apart, &c. Without fuch mourn- 
ing, there is no hope or poſltbility of _ deliverance or fal- 
vation, either from ſin or judgement : it we will not mourn 
we ſhall periſh in our Apoſtaſie, Ezet.24.23. Te ſhall not mourn: 
»or weep, but you ſhall pine away for your iniquities : it is moſt 
fearfully ſignal to a People, when God leaves a People with- 
out a ſpirit of mourning ; and takes away his Mourners, Fer. 
16.5. Thus ſaith the Lord, enter not into the houſe of mourning, 
neither go to lament or bemone them ; for I have taken away my 
peace from this People, ſaith the Lord, even loving-kindueſs and 
mercys. O it God ſhall pleaſe to frame usto ſuch a mourn-- 
ing, then he will moſt certainly fave us from our Sin and A-- 
poltaſie, and turn us unto himſelf ; then he will prepare, di- - 
{poſe and ſpirit us unto all his work : we ſhall go on, and go 
through with the work of God ( which now wecan do no- 
thing in ) when wecome to labour in it mourning, God will 
do all by his Mourners, #ai.57.18. I have ſeen his: way and I 
will heal him, I will reftore comfort to him and his Mourners. O 
that we could mourn after this ſpirit of Mourners ; God is 
ſpeaking mournfully to us by his Word, heis mourning to us - 
by his Miniſtry, Mat, 11. 7. God ſets matter and cauſe of 
Mourning before us ; the wayes and works of: God towards 
us call for Mourning ; Our Land begins to mourn under 
the ſins of the times; God is many- wayes calling to weeps- - 
ing and mourning, and baldneſs, and girding Sack-cloth, /ſaz. 
22.12. O that ſincere Chriſtians, who have through Grace 
received the ſpirit and principle of mourning, would ſtirr up 
themſelves thereunto, -and beg this Grace of Gad ; it is your 
Calling as Chriſtians to mourn to be Gods mourners, Sons 
Mourners : O. how much might you-do for God and theſe 
Churches, in this frame and way-of mourning. More eſpce - 
cially, if thoſe- of the- Servants of God, who are betruſted 
with the work-of God, and the publick weal of the People, 
agd theſe Churches, were Juch Mourners, and did boyr in ; 
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their work monrninig ; Ezra, Nehemiah were great Mourners, 
.and the work of the Lord proſpered in thew hands, whileft 
they carried it on mourning, Nehem.1.4. Ezra xo.1, 6. & Foe! 
2.17. Let the Priefts the Lords Minifters weep between the 
Porch and the Altar, and ſay ſpare thy People O Lord, — Then 
the Lord will be jealous for his Land, and pity his People. 

2. We muſt dowlat we dofor the recovery and preſervation of 
the life of Religion, believing and obeying the Word of God, 7 
mean the Word of God, as it hath been Preached and Delivered 
unto us by his Servants in the Miniſtry. 

Thoſe particular and extraordinary Meſſages which God 
hath ſent to us by his Meſſengers ; thoſe full and general 
Teſtimonies which God hath given by them againſt all the 
Sins of the times, and unto all the duties of the times, am- 
plified in the delivery of them from the Word of God, by fo 
many ſolemn Words for Converſion, whereby God hath 
charged us plainly, expreſly and fully with all onrSin and A+ 
poſtatie judged and condemned us for it ; declared and de- 
nounced wrath and judgement againſt us, in caſe of impeni- 
tency. Yet withal molt graciouſly calling of us unto Repen» 
tance and Reformation, by many general Inſtrations, Ex» 
hortations, DireQions,” Motives, and Arguments, propoſed 
and preſſed by Promiſes, and Threatnings applied with much 
inftancy and importunity, and fet home in the Application 
of them, with very fevere Admonitions. and Warnings for 
our awakening: Yea God hath made Application of his 
Word unto us in an extraordinary way and manner, viz." 7 
that great Ordinance, wherein our Lordl Jeſus Chriſt was extra- 
ordinarily preſent to diſcover and to declare the ſumm of all that 
hath been ſpoken to us by the Miniſtry : And whereby all the 
Churches have declared their comviction, and publiſhed their con- 
feſſion and acknowledgement thereof: Thus God hath ſpoken 
to us all that can be ſpoken, ſuitable and proper to our ſtate 
and condition ; we cannot tell what God can fay more tous 
by the AR IIS: << ke- hath done ; but alas? 
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we have not: hearkened, nor believed, nor obeyed thoſe words of 
the Lord which have been ſent unto us ; ſo that God may 
juſtly complain of us as of them, Fer.7.25,26. Since the day 
that your Fathers came out of the Land of Egypt unto this day, I 
have even ſent unto you all my Servants the Prophets, daily” riſng- 
early, and ſending them, yet they. hearkened not unto me, nor in-+ 
cleaned their ear ; and this God chargeth upon- them every 
where-as the great cauſe both.of their utter defe&ion from: 
Religtonand of their Deſtruction; viz. becauſe they: would not- 
hearken unto the Words of the Lord, So 2 Chron.36.16. Fer. 25. 

© $,4 & 35.15. Zech.7.12,13, Yea God tells them plainly, at- 
ter their return from Captivity, that it would never be well 
with them until they had hearkened.unto the words of the for- 
mer Prophets, Zech.7.7. Religion was never revived and raiſed, 
'they were never able to do any thing effeQually in the work: 
of Reformation; neither-did God work favingly for them by: 
his Spirit, until they had ſo done: Neither may we expe&t 
any recovery of Religion or Salvation from Sin and Apoſtaſie, 
until we have hearkened to ( that is ) believed and obeyed: 
that word, Thoſe Words of the: Lord which he ſent to us, 
and which he is ſtill ſending unto-us by his: Servants: * And' 
therefore O that Unconverted ones woult hearken to the: 
Words: of the Lord, which he hath fent to them for 
their awakening, conviftion, humiliatron, and converſion, 
believe and: obey the Goſpel? that the - work of Converſion 
might have a general and proſperous progreſs, then Religion: 
would revive and live-:. And that thoſe who are the ſincere 
People of- God would alo hearken tothe Word of the Lord; 
which hath. been ſpoken unto you ;.:to awaken and convince 
you, to bring you.to an humbling: ſight and ſenſe of your own 
Sans, and of the Sins of the times; and of the-wrath of God 
againſt your ſelves, and againſt. this People: and theſe -Chur- 
ches; as-alſo ta-move.and-ſtir your up, to quicken and ſtreng- 
then you-unta: duty,. the duty. of the- times; the: work of 
Cults: Churches; you-ſeeall the geacral Sins and evils of tho 
&. runes > 
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times growing and prevailing ; you ſee Religion decaying 
and dying; You fee this Peopleand theſe Churches fink- 
ing and in great danger of periſhing in this defetion and a- 
poſtaſie ; you hear God threatning dreadfully, and have ſeen 
his hand lifted up to Execution ; and you fit ſtill do no- 
thing, are able to do nothing ; you are unable, weak and 
feeble as other men, unto and in the work of Reformation ; 
you fail utterly in all your effaystoit, and the reaſon is, te- 
cauſe you do not hear and obey the Word of God : Believer 
it Chriſtians, you will never be able to exerciſe your Faith, 
Hope, or Confidence in God, or to pray to God in good ear- 
neſt, you will never be able to ingage your hearts in the 
work of Reformation, you will never find your ſelves quic- 
kened, fanRified, and ſtrengthened thercunto ; and aſſiſted. 
therein, until you have obeyed, and ſubjeed your very ſouls 
to the-Word of God; and ſo do ingage and labour in his 
work, under the power of his Word ; there are none fit to 
intermeddle in Religious Reformation but thoſe who remble- 
at the Word of God ; Ezra 9.4. Then were aſſembled unto me, 
every one that trembled at the Word of the Lord, Ezra.10.3. Now - 
therefore let us make a Covenant with our God according 
to the counſel of my Lord. and of thoſe that tremble at the Com- 
mandment of God > O Chriſtians, did you but once tremble 
at the Word of God, you would find your Souls wonderfully 
raiſed in love, zeal and courage unto, and for his work ; 
more eſpecially ſuch of the Servants of the Lord, who have 
- any peculiar betruſtments for others, and for the Pablick, are 
more than others concerned, to ſubject their Souls to the po- 
wer of the Word of God : Then they will find themſelves 
extraordinarily fpirited to their work, and aſſiſted by the Spi- 
rit of God : Then they would proſper in their work, Ezra 6: 
T 4. And the Elders of the Jews Builded and proſpered, through 
the Propheſying of Haggai —_— and Zechariah, Hag, 1. 
I2. Then Zerubbabel, aud Fofhua, obeyed the woice' of the Lord 
their God; and the-words of Eaggati the Propiet, Ver. 14- _ 
+ tie. 
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the Lord ſflirred up the ſpirit of Zerubbabel, &c.—— O that 
we generally and fully underſtood how much we are con- 
cerned thus to hearken to the Word of God; God hath mag- 
nified his Word to New-Exg/and, he hath wrought powerfully 
and gloriouſly for this People by his Word; as tor his People 
of old,#Zoſ.12.13. Truly God hath done all in New-England by his 
Word: as long as we hearkengd to the Word of God, we pro- 
ſpered ; if we would now hearken a# would be well, 2 Chron. 
2.0. 20, 

3-. That we do what is neceſſary for the recovery and preſer- 
vation of the life of Religion ; with holy, religious, lively, ſpiri- 
tual Devotion to God in his Worſhip, more eſpecially in his Houſe. 
The loſs of which hath been, and is one great, if not the 
greateſt cauſe of the decay of Religion: for Religion lives 
much by ſuch Devot:on to God in his Worſhip, and is kept 
alive by it. Religious Devotion it is much of the life of Re- 
ligion; if we would then recover and preſerve the lite of Re- 
ligion ; we muſt labour to have our Souls raiſed unto a very 
hizh and dear eſteem of, aud love unto a moſt fincere and fervent 
Zeal for the Houſe of God, and all the intereſts and injoyments 
thereof: Wernuit labour to underſtand, the excellency of the 
Worſhip of God, and of the Houſe of God, and the bleſſed- 
neſs and happineſs of thoſe who have ( not only ) viſible but 
a rcal ſpiritual intereſt and ſtanding therein ; we muſt give 
up and devote our ſelves, our very fouls unto God, in a way 
of holy Fellowſhip and Communion with him, in his Houſe in 
all che wayes of his Worſhip, and uphold the Worſhip of 
God, in the life, ſpirit, and power of it; we muſt have 
our hearts inlarged to take in a fulneſs of the ſpiritual and 
gracious preſence of God, and raiſed unto /iving apprehen/ions 
of that preſence, with ſpiritual pleaſure, delight, Soul-ſolace 
and fatisfaRtion therein, That our Souls may be drawn forth 
more & more after it, with longing deſires, & earneſt Praycr, 
as the Souls of Saints of old were, Pſal.27.4.67 36.7. 6 42-12. 
& 63-1,2.& 84-1,2zx0. We mult labour to keep the ”"_ 
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of God pure, and holy, and all the ferviees and adminiſtrations 
of it, and to obtain a ſpiritual Soul-ſettlement therein, P/aZ. 

92.13. Thoſe that are planted in the Fouſe of the Lord ſhall 
floariſh in the Courts of our God. Tt we would have Religion 

live, we mult really dwell in the Houſe ; for there and there- 

in Religion lives, by nothing have we more indangered and 

deſtroyed the life of Religion, than by withdrawing our hearts 
from God in his Worſhip in his Houſe, by our formality, hypocrifte 

and ſpiritual Idolatry therein, by ſlight ing, neglefting, prophaning., 

and polluting thereof, and by finning away the preſence of God 

rom it ; theſe evils are deadly, they are death to Religion : 
ſo long as theſe evils remain, and ſo long as we remain fo 
eſtranged to the Houſe and Worſhip of God, there will be 
no hope of the life of Religion; neither ſhall we te able to 
-- any thing effefually for the recovery and preſervation 
OT It, : 

4. That we do what is neceſſary for the recovery and preſer--- 
vation of the life of Religion, with the ſpecial preſence, and un- 
der the power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Religion lives only by 
the Yes was and power of Chriſt, who is: our life, and therefore is 
the life of our Religion. That we have by our fins and miſ- 
carriages moved our Lord Jeſus to withdraw and withhold 
ſo much of his preſence-and power from us ; thence it is that 
we ſuffer ſuch a privation of the life of Religion ; and unleſs 
we obtain a return thereof, Religion will dy quite away. 
That we may obtain the return of the preſence and power of 
Chriſt, we muſt be ſenſible of, and humbled for thoſe ſins + 
and evils whereby we have grieved and provoked him ; Our 
unbelief and diſobedience to the Goſpel, not ſubjecting to his - 
ſpiritual rule and government, and to the miniſterial exer-- 
ciſe of his power therein ; unſaithfulnefs to his cauſe;i ntereſt 
and work, diſſention, diſorder and confuſion ' in Churches ;.. 
the loſs of our firſt love and life, and the great diſhonour to- 
his holy Name : Theſe evils muſt be repented of, and remo- 
ved. Unconverted Sinners mult receive him, and give _ . 

VS 


£lves to him by Faith, in a way of Goſpel-Obedience : Chri- 
ſtians muſt awake and rouſe up their ſleepy Souls out of car- 
nal eaſe and reſt ; follow him, and ſeek him until you have 
found him, and repofleſt your Souls of him, with-a fulneſs- of 
ſpiritual joy, pleaſureand delight, in =_ injoyments of him, 
£5 the Spouſe, Cart. 3.4. The Churches muſt give him free, 
full and openentrance and entertainment, in the greateſt ful- 
neſs of his preſence and power, recovering their firſt life, and 
love, doing their firſt works; in maintaining,integrity of love, 
peace, union, purity of communion, regularity and tranqui- 
lity of order within themſelves, cleaving to hiscaule, intereſt 
and work, fully, ſtedtaſtly and faithfully; managing all the 
affairs of his Kingdom, in a way of ſincere fovl-ſubjettion to 
him, for the advancement of his Name and Glory. O if 
Chriſtians and Churches could thus prepareand diſpoſe them-. 
{elves unto the return of the preſence and power of Chrift, 
they would ſoon feel themſelves enabled thereby, to perform 
all that is neceſſary for the recovery and preſervation of Re- 
ligion ; the ſad cauſe why we have hitherto Failed in all our 
undertakings, is the want of the preſence and power of Chriſt: 
O there is woful evidence of the want of it, until Chriſt re- 
turn it, nothing will or can be done; the return of the pre- 
ſence and power of Chriſt will inſtantly infer an happy Re- 
{urrcR;on of Religion ; Olet us ſeek it, pray and cry tor it, 
under a deep ſence of ourextream necellity of it, and of our 
woful condition without it ; let us be moved hereunto from 
the con{ideration of the gracious diſpoſition of our Lord Je- 
ſus to return ; it is yet his voice to theſe, as it was to thoſe 
declining Churches, after he had reproved, charged, threatned 
tzem verv ſharply and ſeverely ; he concludes all, Rev. 3.20. 
Be'old I ftand at the door and Knock, if auy man hear my voce 
and open unto me, I will come in ; by opening to Ciwilt we 

thail do ajl,and obtain ali ſalvation. 
5. That we do wat is neceſſary for the recovery aud prefer- 
wat.04 of the life of Religion quickly, tiere maſt be a feds, qretch 
jp.ch 
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diſpatch, of all that is to be done "for the life of Religion. We; 
mult be done preſently, inſtantly, without delay, awe wotld, 
do any thing tor ourlite, when in utmoſt and extreameſt dan» 
ger; if we do not do what we have to doquickly, it may be 
quickly too late, and truly it will be Gods infinize mercy, if 
it-benot already too late, a$ it waSto them, Luk. LE” 
23-37. O we have lingered and delayed upon utmoſt ut, 
ready; it is now high time, more-than time, if we mean to 
do any thing, Hof. 10.12. 1t is time to ſeek” the Lord till be. 
come, God is now crying to day, whileft it is called to day, after. 
fo long a time, Pſal.g5.7. Heb.q.7. God calls 'for preſent haſt, 
he is every way haſtening of us ; thedying ſtate of Religion, 
and the dangerous ſtate of this People, and of theſe Churches 
thereby, will admit of no further delay; God 1s haſtening in- 
his way and work, Zeph.1.14. The day of the Lord is near, it 
hafteth greatly. Chriſt hath threatned to come againſt us 
quickly, except we repent, and do the firſt works quickly, Rev, 2. 
5,16. Inſuch acaſe a People muſt be quick, Numb.16. 46, 47. 
And Moſes ſaid unto Aaron, take a Cenſer and go quickly to the 
Congregation, and make an Attonement {for them ; and Aaron took 
as Moſes commanded him, and ran: Oit was well for the poor, 
People of Iſrael, in that inſtant of their extream and diſtrefs 
ſing danger, that Moſes and Aaron, who had the care and charge 
of their publick Weal, were ſo quick in doing what was to be done 
for their. publick ſafety and ſalvation. Wherefore : _ . 
Let the-general Exhortation be hambly propoſed to the Ser- 
wants of God in the Magiſtracy : Much Honouret, It doth in, the 
Name of the-Lord, by the Word of the Lord in moſt ſolemn 
manner beſpeak your utmoſt help, and your very kearts and 
ſouls therein, tor the recovery and preſervation of the life of 
dying Religion, It is your. greateſt Honour that you 'are be- 
truſted with ſo much of the care and charge: of Religion,..n 
rhe-civil concerns of it. It will be both your and our'/ 
pineſt, if God ſhallmake you inſtrumental Saviours: of the 


c of Religion, and fo of the bp of this People; and thete 
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Cfiurchies >-Tt is your Mpſieſt works ant ( although the tiea- 
vieſt ) yet +7 5 gr wes wherein you ſerve and' 
fabſerve'more di 2g tothe honour andgtory of God, and- 
higheſt good of his People : and-which being folly and faith-- 
fully performed, will'rurn-to your highet account in the day 
of Account; and\add much weight 'and ſplendor unto your 
Crownof plory:. | 

The General Exhortation; 7? 7s alſo propoſed to the Servants 
of Chrift 'imthe Miniftry; the whole Order and.*Office & work of 
the Miwiftry it is Religious: Ordamed by Chriſt as the- great Or- 
dinance; for the Minferial Exerciſe of his Power, for- the propa» 
tion. and preſervation of the life of Retigion, by the progreſs of 
the work of Converfron and Ed fication among men ; and that in 2 
more dire ſubordinacy to himſelf, and ſubſerviency to his 
Name and Glory in the World: . who is himſelf the Shepherd 
and Biſhop of Souls ; 'itis cauſe of deep Humiliation unto his 
Servants, that they: have-been xd: forth to: labour under 
the ſinking difcouragement ofthe decaying, ſtateof Religion; . 
that Religion ſhould be dying under their hand, 'and+they la--- 
ment; leſt rhey-ſhould be called to miniſter under thar woſul 
cominiffion/ given to the Prophet, Tfai6.10. Go, tell this Pens. 
ple, hear 'ye indeed 'but underſtand not, Make the heart of 


the'People fat, — leſt their Miniſtry ſhould in juſt judgment 
be- made peiral and julicial,and fo become a ſawour. of death un- 
to death, and fo that they ſhould Preach Religjon to Death, and * 
Preach ts. People'ts death, Hof. 6. 5. Therefore: I have hewed \ 
then by the Prophets, aud. as thor Fygbe -words'of my mouth. 
Thefearful hc er of fach'a dangerimay move them 
to labour'{ though lamenting as Gods-Servants of.old ) yet 
with ——_—_ the/more- care, Tove, _ _ -unto the og. 
vw 41d. ronſurptionof their very fouls; * by fervency,rinflancy and 
- y pin min and" foul-labours; hrowphout- chit 
mole work ; moreeſpecially-in fraueZing in birth with Souls 
ag ;1.Cht ft be-formed tuchem ; until they are:born-andbrought 
forth to God in afaying work. of Regeneration; which o 
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*be'the moſt certain way and means, unto 
+Rion of Religion in theſe Churches... aan 
:then make tull proof of their Mintiey, and app thery- 

ſelves throughly, in their life, in their labour, in all their ny- 
niſtrations, in theirwhole miniſterial Converſatians, '«$ thoſe 
:who are more thin any other Orderof Men in the World, di- 
'retly charged and: betrufted ; yea ſet for the; life of Roligivn, 
.and thefalyation of Souls. ; bs | 

The Exhbrtatiow'it is farther propoſed, as iniour Text aud Cax- 
text unto-all Tſrael, and Moſes made an end of ſpeaking all theſe 
twords to all 1/rael. It was his. final farewel Ex ic 
*to all the whole Covenant People of God ; The People of the 
Churches, both. the paſſing, ſtanding, and riſing Generations, 

are all the viſible Covenant peg le of God ; and therefore Re- 
'ligian it is 6vr /ife, : we ought generally to care, labour, pray, 
-cry to God for the:recovery, preſervation and continuance of 
-it, as for qur life; | Yau who are ſincere Chriſtians are here a- 
«gain moved-by this Exhortation;-( not ,only (a5 before ) to 

cep Religion aliye in your own. liearts,) but alſo to diſcharge 

"your ſelves fully and faithfully, in. \whatſoever duty 'or ſervice, you 
may,-car, or onzbt to labour for the general Reſurreition of Relt- 
»£i0u'in theſe-Churches : Mox&eſpecially wherein you may be 
- (any of ,you') betruſted with any of the concerns df it, &i- 
ther 'Civikor Eccleſiaſtical; Traly Chriſtians, 'the great ih- 
«cumbency, the $urthex of the-work it is upon you, thework 


-itis moſt properly. yours; -Becauſe. Religion it is peculiarly 


yours ; you are under-the moſt facredand indiſpeniible obli- 
:gations, both unto-God, and: ohe urſto;another. touphold it ; 
4t is the meſt general tity of that ligh, holy nd. fiexventy 
*Calling, wherewith you-are called to be Saints, and wherein 
you are to approve 'your felves eminently the Servants pf 


*God,-and of opr Lord Jefus:Chrift;-for the defence: and' ad- 


'vancement of his Cauſe, Intereft, ome, Name'and. Glo- 
ry, wherein-we ſhatl live and dye-as\Seints;' obtaining thoſe 
glorious promiſes which Chriſt made to thoſe who ar" 
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Kithfully for the recovery of Religion in thoſe declining 
Churches of fa, Rev.2.7. To him that overcometh will F gue 
wr the tree of life which is in the middeft of the Paradiſe 
of God : andver. 10. And Twill give thee a Crown of life : ver. 
' 17. To:.him that overcometh, I will give to eat of the hidden 
Manna, and will give him a white ſtone, and in the” ſtone a-new 
' . Name which no man knoweth ſaving he that receiveth' it, Rev. 
3-5. He that overcometh, the ſame ſhall be cloathed in white 
- Raiment. Ver.12. Him that overcometh will I make a Pillar in 
the Temple of my God, Ver.21. To him. that overcometh, will' I 
* grant to fit withmeou my Throne, &c. that is in Heaven : O 
"what exceeding great: and precious Promiſes hath our Lord Je- 
. fus made for the incouragement of thoſe who are his Sincere 
- Servants, to'labour to uphold Religion in declining times and 
Churches ; we believe and'are upon good grounds perfwaded 
that there are many, that there are enough -Sizcere Chriſtians 
yet remaining in theſe Churches, to-do and pertorm whatſe- 
ever is neceſſary for: the recovery and* preſervation of Religi- 
' on; and that if you would do what you might and ought, 
' Religion would not die but-live, and flouriſh with- much: ſpi- 
- ritual proſperity. Wilt it-not then be a confounding. /hame: aud 
feandal unto this Generation 'of New-England Chriſtians. before 
the World : If having had Religion'tranſmitted to us by our 
Fathers(who through the grace of God, upheld it in-ſomuch 
* of the power and- purity ofF-it, while they lived ) and being 
ſtill priviledged withell Religious intereſts and injoyments, as 
- the higheſt advantages and incouragements, to-preſerve the 
life of Religion';z - we ſhould *netwithſtanding, through: our 
careleſsneſs, ſlothfalnefs, unfaithfulneF ;- ſuffer to decay, lan- 
guiſh, and:dye away ; yea and by ourown declenſions, therein 
give it a mortal wound. ' Surely if. Religion die, Chriſtians 
will ( in-this reſpe& )'be.more-mnexcyſably guilty of the death 
of it than others : - O'let this be confidered and laid:to heart. 
The generab Exhortation ſpeaks alfo-to Churches, as ſucls: Re- 
: Iiion; in . the moſt proper ſence:of the Text and _—_— h 
., h molt: 


 J7 
moſt properly the fe of Churches, it iSthatwhich gives them 
being, and rats pAab end of their being. Sod. hath 
now Ava Churches both by Religzon, and for Religion; there» 
fore it is the great deſign, and ought to be the great work.of 
Churches to propagate and: preſerve the life of it, that-is re- 
covering and maintaining Holineſs & Purity in Eccleſiaſtical 
conftitution,union, communion, adminiſtrations,both of Do» 
frine and Worſhip; by religious fear, reverence, ſincerity, 
and ſolemnity, in all Religious Aſſemblies, Attendancies, Per» 
formances, and Churches tranſaQions in the Name of Chriſt, 
by Zeal, Courage, Faithfulneſs,-in the whole work of Chriſt, 
and in themanagement of all the Aﬀairs, and the whole in- 
tereſt of Religion; -Let hin that hath an ear hear what the ſp 
rit ſaith to the Churches. 
The Exhortation ſpeaketh alſo unto Families; Parents, Mar 
fters, Heads of. Families, to move your to keep Religion alive is 
your Families ; by being truly Religious your ſelves, in all 
your Family converſes ; by training up your Children and 
Servants Religiouſly, unto and for Religion ; by exerciſing 
and upholding the Worſhip of God in all the wayes of itand 
-in the Life; Spirit and Power of it in your Families : hereby 
Religion ſhall live in Families ; Thus Abram, Gea. 18, 19.7 
know him that he will command his Children and Houſhold after 
him, and they ſhall keep the way of the. Lord, 
\. The Exhortation ſpeaketh to all who are the Children of the Co- 
venant, and of the Promiſe; though. you may at preſent have no 
ſaving Knowledge and Experience of, or. Intereſt in Rel:gion, and 
therefore no hearts ingagement to. it, or hearty care or concerument 
for it ; but arein your preſent. ſtate and way, Enemics unto 
it. Yet O-Refmember thatReligzon 1s your lite alſo ; you haye 
been born and bret} up under the: viſible. diſpenſation of the 
Covenant and: Kingdom- of Ged, in- the: Houſe of. God for 
Religzon; and therefore it you. have any-care of your Souls, or 
hope at Salvation:;.if you- would not: be caſt off tor. ever, as 
a: Reprobate Generation, a, Generation of Gods wrath ;.. O. 
*pPy 
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-4pply Four ſtlvevrs Religion, zppteve your ſelves nal iojous, 
PE yell r1eans np gion your own, "iN 2 _ 
Work of : Converſion ; prepare your ſelves to undertake-a 
-uphotd-a pare and fineere Profeffion and PraRiice of it, that 
you may net only keep'it your'felves, but tranſmit it to ſuc+ 
 Erding Generations ; then Religion ſhall be your- life -alſo,; 
Phtn the 'Lortf your God will be with you as be was with-your * Fa- 
thers, he will not leave you nor forſake you, x King 8.5 7. And now 
O that all, who #o underſtand and believe ar , either con- 
cerning God or their own Souls, concerning 'good or evil, life or 
death, Heaven or Hell ; -may at teſt iſo far take notice , and 
Bare this Exhortation, as to {affer themſelves to be moved there- 
by, #0 more to flight or fet light by Religion ; but to have high andl 
appreciating thoughts of Religion ; molt feriouſly and ſolemnly 
toconfider of the eternab concernment of ' your own \1mmor- 
tal 'Soul$ therein, in the Being, Life, and +Contintuance of it, 
as that whereby you may live fpiritually, liye eternally, and 
-without which-you will moſt-certainty chars inevitably, ut- 
terly,and everlaſtingly. 

'May we not, ought we not all, 'in the' concluſion, to- rear 
force this Exhortation upon our-Souls, by that vehement conte/ta- 
tion, whereby Moſes doth-in a moſt ſolemn and awful manner ( ds 
# were ) conjure that People unto Faith and Obedience, Deut.30. 
19. I call Heavenand Earth to Record againſt you this day, that 
'T have ſet before you life ani! death, bleſſing and curſing ; there- 

"fore chuſe "life, that Both thou \and thy Seed may live ; that thou 
Yove the Lord thy Gol; and obey his woice +—— and cleave tohin 
for he is thy life. When God doth thus ſet /ife and death be- 
fore his Covenant People; and put them to' their full 7r4a!, 
'as to frual-choice, O then it is their'moſt important[Duty and 
intereſt to-chuſe /ife, thet both they and theit Seed may: hve ; 
May wenot with fear and trembling' apprehend-our 'felves: 
even theſe Churches, and this whole People, _New-England,'as it 
were ſtanding before God, upon our great Trial for Life and 
- Death, O that-we undexſtood that the great caſe of - Life mn 
vs | Deat 
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Death is now depending between God and New- Exg[and, whiati 
reaſon have we to take heed, asfar avr 1rves, how we approve: 
our ſelves-upon this-great trial; that God hath ſer Life and; 
Death before us, all the World is witneſs, Heaven & Earth mayt | 
he called to record againft us;that he hath done it: God harh ſet 
Life before us, by ſetting the whole: way of Life. before us; 
his Z:aw; his Goſpel, fris Govenant, his Xingdem; all both Tewpe- 
ral, Spiritualand Eternal good, he hath ſerReligion beforeus, 
and exhibited himfe/f unto us through his:Son as our life. 
God hath alſo ſet Death and Curſing beforeus, by ſetting al 
our whole way of Sin and: Apoſtaſie before us, the whole 
of Death and Deſtruttion which we have been walking'in, 
as alſo by ſetting both Femporal and Fternat' Judgenient be- 
_— in thoſe Threatnings which have been denounced a+ 
ainſt us. 
_ This propoſal of Life and Death hath been made in an ex- 
traordinary way aud'mamer, by the -concurrent 'voice aud cry 
of the Mmiſtry ; more eſpecially by fuch of the Servants of 
God whom he had made eminently able ard faithful,who have 
finiſhed their Teſtimony, and are removed: God hath alſo 
made this Diſcovery and Propoſal of Life and De:th general, 
to all Sorts, Orders and Degrees, to all the Churches, to all the 
People in all the Congregations; and © God -continueth thus to: 
ſer Life and"Death betore us, by all-ſeaſons and opportunities, 
but more plainly, expreſly. fully, and generally, upon fuch occa- 
ſions, and in fuch General Aſſemblies: as theſe, and that with 
extraordinary Solemnity : 'It hath been Gods great: work. of 
late to ſet Life andDeath, Bleſſing and Curfing betore us; by the 
Meniſtry of his-Word,and he is fo doing _untorlis day ; where= 
in Godis yet in infinite Mercy, crying untous ; Chuſe life that 
both youand your Seed-may live. 

By thrs Word,God is once more call ng after thisGeneration of 
©ncomverted Sinuerss You whoareyerim your. fas; in/a ſtate 
and-way of Sirragd: Death; remaining, ſecure and: ſencele(s 
therein 3: who. iwve: theretoſbrey and hinherngts Nighted! neg 
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teRed, and rcjeRed all the Calls of the Goſpel, and all the Mi-: 
niſteral offers of. eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt: After all 
the propoſals of life, afterall the calls, commands, and per-. 
fwaſions that you have been under, to move you to chuſe” 
Life. Tou are now, this day, once more called, commanded, per- 
fwaded ; yea intreated,. beſeeched and prayed, in the Name of 
the Lord, and by the Word of the Lard te chuſe Life. Our 
Lord Jetus is moſt graciouſly pleaſed by the Miniſtry of this 
Word;:to exhibit himſelf, in all his fulnefs and ſufficiency, of 
Graceand Life, af, an Alſuficient Saviour, and iS crying in this. 
General Aſſembly, unto New-Eng/aud Sinners; ts chuſe him, ts, 
come to him, that they may have life: as once he did by his own 
perſonal Miniſtry, in a . Genera! Aſſembly of that People, far. 
greater than. this, John 7.37. In the laſt and great day of. 
the Feaſt, Feſus ſtood and cried, if any man thirſt let him come 
winto me and drink, he that believeth on me, &c.— . You have 
been ſet, and have been continued under an extraordinary. 
improvement of all means, in this your day of Grace, which 
is continued, and protraRted, beyond the ordinary date of di- 
vine patience, by an extraordinary protra&tion -of longſuffer- 
ing, in a way of probation and trial; God hath been trying, 
and proving of you, and waiting-upon you a great while: 
But know that. his Spirit ſhall not alwayes ſtrive, Gen. 6. 3.— 
He hath limited a certain day, beyond which he will not wait, 
#7eb.4.7. and upon a ſuppoſition, that God. hath fo limited a 
certain day, whereby he hath dated his patience and longfuf- 
tering, and the period-of the-preſent day of Grace, unto this 
Generation of \Sinners ; you -may. ſadly conclude, that you 
dive-under the 7ateft and /aff, the va! and farewel calls and 
cries of Mercy, by the Miniſtry of the Word, that God will 
not much longer call and cry after you, nor ftrive with you, 
therefore you are-warned to flee from the wrath whioh. is to 
come, Mat3.7,12. And now alſo the Ax is laid to the, root of the 
Tree, therefore every Tree that bringeth not forth good fruit ,is 


hewen down aid caſt into the fire. You are in cxtream danger, 
ungacr 
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. underthe power and. working of that /pirit of wnbelirf ard 
hs warnaper to the Goſpel, which is the. Spirit oft the mn and 
whereby the Generation thats the generality of Sinners are 
& ſtrongly inclined and carried out to refuſe Life and chuſe 
Death. Itis much to be feared that many, if not the moſt, 
have already ſo done, and are accordingly in dreadful judge- 
ment, given 'up by God unto that fatal choice, Pſal-81.1. 
So I gave them up to their own hearts laſts, &c. O it is high 
time then ; now, ow if ever ( becauſe you may fear now or 
never ) to chuſe life, to chuſe Spiritual, Temporal, and Eternal 
Life ; to makethat great, comprehenſive, unchangeable, ec- 
tcrnal Choice, upon which'depends not only the Salvation 
of your own Souls, but even the deliverance and falvation of 
- this People, and theſe Churches : If you dothus chuſe Lite, 
all will be-well with New-£Zxg/and, but if you ſhould refuſe 
generally to chuſe Life, you will be likely, notonly to deſtroy! 
your ſelves; but all poſterity : it would be fearfully ſignal ut 
any ſinners ſhould be fo prodigionſly hardened, and. height- 
ned in their impenitency and unbelief, as to' be raiſed unto 
that preſumptuous and deſperate reſolution with thoſe in the 
Prophet 7ai.21.13,1 Let us eat and drink for ts morrow 
we /hall die ; I have no other word to leave upon ſuch but 
thatwhich follows in the next verſe; And it was revealed ih 
:wnine ear by the Lord of Hoſts, ſurely this iniquity ſhall mot be 
[purged from you, till you die. 

God is alſo by this word calling pon his own Servants to chuſe 
Life; though you have already made the; great and- moſt 
happy <hoice of Life for your own- Souls, laſt ſpoken of; yer 
you are further to chuſe life, that is, all the wayes and means 
of life, whatſoever may any way conduce unto the furthe- 
rance of the work of Converſion, and the progreſs of Refor- 
mation, the recovery of the like of Religion : Chuſe: indeed, 
chat is, chuſe it praftically, make a practical choice of it, that 
1s, chuſe it fo, as to make-it your work: You are: in- this: re- 
ſpe, not only to chuſc liſe yr your -{clves, 'but for. others, 
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"chiſe life for your: Families, for your Children and Servants, Jollf. -- 
24.1 i "gu this = ao e will ſerve But as fot 
me, and my Houſe we will ſerve the Lord. It was a time where» 
in all the People were put-to their choice; and Foſhnah choſe 
for himſelf and his Houſe :: Again, chaſe life for * the Churches; 
Tt is with a-few of the fincere Servants of God: to chuſe life for 
the, Churches 5 O chuſe the way and work of Chareh Reformation, 
andiak means and-helps thereunto ; Life and Deattr is in this re» 
ſpe& ſer before Churches ; if the Servants-of God,'in them 
chuſe life for them; the Churches ' will chuſe life: Finally chuſe - 
life. for the People ; the Servants of God in their ſeveral-pla> 
ceS and ſtations, according to their betruitments, onght to + 
chuſe life for the People ; chuſe all' things that do” conduce to - 
the preſervation of the /ife of this People, in all the foremen» 
tioned reſpets: Oit is a ' great thing to be charged and ber 
truſted with the life of a People, the viſrble People of God; the 
publick weal, the Life of a People hath great dependance upon the 
Wiſdome and. Faithfutxeſs of thoſe who aregand ought to chuſe life - 
and bleſſing. for them.- | | 
Thus God hath ſet New-E#gland between Ebal & Gerazim, 
he hath life and blefling-on the one hand, death and curſj 
on the other hand &brought us to a Trial what wewill chuſs 
at 15 Gods way and work with us 1o to do by all his diſpen» - 
fations ;+what»the iſſue will-be, what exit-we ſhall make upon 
this trial, is awful, conſiderable. O that it might be the hoe 
ly will of=the. blefſed God'to chufe fe and bleſſing for us, and 
inable us:by:hisſpirit and-grace to chuſe it for our ſelves; and 
not ſuffer usto- run- upen-'our own ruin, -by- the-fatc!, wofl 
choice of death. 
Wherein we ſhall make our ſelves moſt *inexcufably both 
ſinful and-miſerable 5 becauſe we have been warned, accor- 
cing tothe charge that God hath givenunto his Watch-men, 
\Ezet:33.3,—8. The Trumpet hath been-blown, and-the Pcople 
have been warned : It hath been the greateſt care and con- 
cernment of. thole of Gods faithful Watchmen, who have hack - 
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" fulleſt diſcoveries of* ourextreameſt dangers, Both by | fin and 
judgement, foto diſcharge themſelves as to deliver their own. 
. Souls, that they might themſelves be clear from the blood of al. 
men : Hence all ſorts of People and Perfons have been warned, 
Tnconverted Sinners have been warned of their danger of 
periſhing in unregeneracy ; Common Profeſſors have been warn- 
ed of their danger of periſhing in Hipocrifie and Apoſta ſie ; 
: Worldly Peaple have been warned of their danger of- periſhing 
in their Worldlineſs and Senſuality ; Prophane Perſons have 
: been warned of their fearful danger of being cut off. in their 
high-handed and prefumptuous Wickedaneſs, -and that with 
more ſignal inſtance of the dread and terror of Gods:Wengi 
juſtice both in their temporal and.eternal deſtrucit>&: Chr 
Nians alſo have been warned of the dangerous.effefts and con- 
ſequents of. their declenſions; and of their ſecurity .therein:; 
All Orders and-Degrees of Perſons have. been warned; Fam#- 
. dies have been warned, Charches' have been warned, all other 
- Societies have been. warned; . conſequently - all New-Evgland 
hath been-warned.: warned of all Ss, of all Duty of all-Dars 
ger ; we have had-full, plain Warning, many warnings, all 
kmnd of warnings; abs pat private warnings, 
general and publick warnings; «warnings 'from the Word of 
God; warnings-from the Works of -God.; ſome dreadful and 
: terrible . warnings. God hathgiven-us from Heaven, and in all 
- theſe wayes ave have had long .warning, many years -warn- 
ing. 'TFhe Lord is. now by his Word.teitifying on the behalf 
of his Watchmen (.more eſpecially theſe who have finiſhed 
-their Teſtimony, by faithful warning given, and .have there- 
by delivered their Souls, and are at rel ) that they have warm 
£d us and we have been warned.; Yea,God 3s calling Heaven 
end Earth to Record for himſelf againſt us, that he hath warned 
us : and therefore it we-will not take warai/zg ;: to: repent, re» 
form, arid turn to God, but periſh in qur.Sins, and. Apoſtaſie, 
«Dur blood will be-upon our own heads, the Lord and his Throne wil 
$e clear, and þis Servants guiltleſs, - Ezek.33-4 Then whoſoever 
=... --.  a— _ ©" Beareth 
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heareth the ſound” of the Trumpet, and" taketh not warning, if | 


the Sword come and take him away, his blood ſhall be upon his 
own head He heard the ſound of the Trumpet, and took not 
warning, his blood ſhall be upon him So thou O Son of Man, 
T have ſet thee a Watch-man to the houſe of Iſrael, therefore thou 
ſhalt hear the Word: at my mouth, and ſhalt warn - them from me; 
ver.q,—— If thou warn the wicked of his wayto turn from it, if 
he do'not- turn from his way, he ſhall die in his iniquity ; but thou 
haſt delivered thy Soul ; This God will have declared for the 
vindication- of his Juſtice, in the execution ofhis Judgements, 
 and'that if we are deſtroyed by and in our fins, we may 
be forced to acknowledge, that God is holy, righteous and 
juſt, and that our deſtruttion is of ourſelves ; wherefore it fol- 
lows, ver. 11. Say unto them, as I live, faith the Lord God, I 


have no pleaſure in the death of the Wicked, but that the wicked 


turn from his way & live; turn ye, tars ye, for why will. ye dye,0 
Houſe of Iſrael. | | 
Whence in the cloſe of all, we have comfort and incouragement, 


in hope that if yet we will take warning, God is and will be moſt. 
graciouſly diſpoſed, in a way of ſoveraign and prerogative mercy, - 


#0. revive, raiſe us up, and cauſe us to Irve in hs fight. 
Notwithſtanding all that hath been ſpoken concerning the 


death of Religion: we muſt ' underſtand, that Religion, its in - 
it ſelf an immortal thing; it cannotdie nor be deſtroyed: all the - 


powers of darkneſs cannot deſtroy Religion; although this 
or that people may loſe the life and being of it, and deſtroy 
themſelves by Apoſtaſie+ from it, Yet.. notwithſtandin 
Religion-ſha/l 1rve;& have its being in the World; & there wi 


be a general and glorious Reſurrection of it, in the ſucceſſive ac: . 
compliſhment of thoſe Promiſes & Propheſies which the people 
of God in-all ages have telieved & hoped for:& God brought - 
forth our Fathers with a gracions defigy, togive Religion a; bes-. 
ing itr this Eaud of Darkneſs, which was then none: ortier thag-+ 
the Region of the: ſhadow of Death.. We have. been Originally 

a.Pcople /eperated and fet apart unto-and for Religion; we _w= ; 
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ſoen 2s much of the beauty and glory of it; experienced as 
much of the light, life, power, grace and bleſling of ir, injoy- 
ed as much tranquility, proſperity, and felicity; in the profeſ- 
ſion and praQice of it, as ordinarily hath been or can be : we 
may therefore comfortably and confidently believeand pray, 
that God will keep Religion alive with us, and not ſuffer it 
to be totally extinguiſhed in thefe ends of the Earth ; which 
we believe God hath given to his Son for ax Inheritance, and 
for affirm Poſſeſſion. We are a People who have yeta Covenant 
Right unto and Irtereft in Religion ; yea, God hath yet a fin- 
cere, faithful People in New-EZxg/and, who havea ſpiritual heart- 
Intereft in Religion; and foime among them' who are his 
Mourners + whoſe very Souls arelabouring by Faith and P: ay- 
er, in a way of deep humiliation and mourning before God 
for thelife ef Religion. - And therefore (although ( we being 
deeply and'generally declined ) God may cauſe us to pais 
under purging and refining diſpenfations: and beunto us /ike 
a Refiners fire, ard like Fullers Sope; Mal. 3. 2. Turn his hand 
upon us, purely purge away all our Droſs, and take away all our - 
7 yn, Ifai,125. Though God may viſit our tranſereſſion with a rod, 
and our iniquity with ſtripes, nevertheleſs his loving-kindneſs he 
will not utterly take from' #s, nor ſuffer his faithfulneſs to: fail, his 
Covenant he will not break, nor-alter the thing that is gone out of 
his Lips, Pfal.89.32,33,34- Although God doth ſometimes 
faye his People in fuch a way, yet ſuch Salvation will be 
wrought out by the Reſurrettion of Religion; which iS the 
moſt great andglorious Salvation, which'God works for his 
People in this World} and wherein” het moſt exalted, mag- 
nifiedand glorified: O why-may: not we then have and pros - 
feſs our Faith, Hope and Confidence in'God for fuch Salvation, |. 
as the Church, Micah 7.7,8; Therefore* [will look tmto the Lord, / 
I will watt for" the. God of my. Salvation, my God will hear | me;2, 
rejoyce not. againſt me 0 mine Enemy, whan I fall I ſhall. ariſe;- 
when £fit:in darkueſs the: Lord ſhall bear light unto” me;>- Tw 4 
barerthe indignation of: tf & Lord! drone 4 have. ſinned” ar aiaſt 
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Fa him: antilhe plead ji cauſe, &c. We have. priat incourages 
- . ment:thus m_ 4 God ; becauſe God is waiting, that he 
may be gracious unto us, ſaz. 30.18: And therefore will the. 
. Lord wait that he may begracious wnto you ; and therefore will he 
be exalted, that ke may have mercy:upon you, for the Lord is. a 
. God of Judgement, and bleſſed are all choke that wait. for him : 
O when God thus faves \New-England by»the refurreftion of 
Religion, we ſhallrejoyce and trumph -in his Salvation; : as 
the Church,” //a:.25.9. And it ſhall be ſaid in that :day, lo this 
3s our God, we have waited for him, and he will ſave us, this is 
the Lord we have waited for him, we will rejoyce and be. g/ad. 
an his Salvation ; For then we ſhall ſing as. heretofore  #x. the 
height of Zion, and flow tegether wnto : the ,goodneſs of the Lord, 
Jer.z1.12. Then willbe (in a-meafure ) tulfilled in us, and. 
for us what 15 propheſied and promiſed, Zeph.-3. 12 I”. 
| Twill alſo leave in the midſt of thee an afflited and poor People, 
and they ſtall truſt in the Name of the Lprd ; the remnant of Iſrael 
ſtall not do iniquity, nor ſpeaklies, neither ſhall a deceitful. tongue 
be found in their, mouth, far they ſhall feed and lie down, and none 
ſhall make themafraid : Sing O. Daughter of Zion, ſhout .O Iſrael, 
be olad and rejoyce with all thy keart 0 Daughter. of Feruſalen, 
the Lord hath taken away thy judgements, he hath caſt out thine 
exemy. The King of 1ſrael, even the Lord is in the mid/t 
of rl ee, thou ſhalt ſee evil nomore — the Lord thy God in the 
midſt of thee is m;ghty, he will ſave,he will. rejoyce over thee with 
Joy, he will reſt in his love, he will joy over thee with finging, and 
Hoſ.14.4.&c...{ will hgal their backſliding, T will love them freely, 
for mine anger is turned away from. him; J will be as. the Aew unto 
Tſrael, he jhall grow as the Lifly, aud caſt forth his roots as Leba- 
20n:—-They thatdwell under his ſhadow ſhall return, they ſhall re- 
vive gs the Carn, and graw_as the Kine, theſeut thereof ſhall be.as 
the Wine of Lehancn : Ephraim ſhall ſay, what have 1 any more to do with 
Idols, iT hawveweard him, and obſerved him ; -I am like a green Fir-Tree, 
from me 15 thy frait fund : Who. is wiſe and he Jhall underffand” thefe 
things, prudeni and he ſhall know them, "for the wayes of the 'Lord are 
right, and the jutt ſhallwalk in them, but the tranſgreſſorsſhall fall cherein, 
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Advertiſerient; 


Here iS now in the Pre Eſa ay for the Recording of 


an Account iS given 
of many R@grkable, and Wy Memorable Evonth, __ 
. have hapned 1n thts laſt Ape, eſpecially in New-England 

By the Reverend aig INCREASE MAT HER. 


